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1 Cortntuiays I. 21—24. 


For after that, in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew not God, it 
pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. For the 
Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom: but we preach Christ 
crucified, unto the Jews a stumbling-block, and unto the Greeks foolishness ; 
but unto them which are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, 
and the wisdom of God. 


(Concluded from page 250.) 


Havine shown the insufficiency of human wisdom, I proceed 
to examine, 

I]. The means by which it pleases God to enlighten and save 
the world. ’ 

I purpose to confine myself to those which are suggested in the 
text; the first of which is the novel and sublime plan of sending 
Apostles through the world to preach. 

‘ After that, in the wisdom of God, the world by wisdom knew 
not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save,” 
&e. “The Jews require a sign, &c. but we preach.” 

What the Apostle means by the “foolishness” of preaching, is 
sufficiently explained in the 18th verse. ‘The preaching of the 
cross,”—of salvation through the blood of the cross,—of Christ 
erucified,—“ is, to them that perish, foolishness; but unto us 
which are saved, it is the power of God.” If you can discern 
nothing but foolishness in this doctrine, it is only one more awful 
proof of your perishing condition. That St. Paul had no inten 
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tion to represent this preaching as really foolishness, or to coun- 
tenance foolish preaching, in fact, is too obvious to need a remark, 
No man was ever farther from such preaching than himself; nor 
was any man ever more guilty of that foolishness of preaching of 
which he speaks. 

But taking the term “preaching” in its proper sense, and keep- 
ing in view its original nature and design, as exhibited in practical 
operation by this great Apostle and his associates, how admirable 
a plan does it unfold to us, how admirable a system of grace in 
the economy of God, for the iluminatton and salvation of the 
world! To preach in those days, was to go forth, and lift up the 
voice as heralds ;—to proclaim, as from God, the good news of 
the kingdom of heaven. It was to proclaim it “publicly, and 
from house to house, night and day, with tears; obtaining help 
from God, and continuing to witness both to small and great, say- 


ing none other things than those which Moses and the Prophets 
did say should come:—that Christ should suffer, and that he 
should be the first that should rise from the*dead, and should 
show light unto the people, and to the Gentiles.” It was to be 
‘‘instant,—proclaiming the word,—to open the eyes of the peo- 
ple, and of the Gentiles; to turn them from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God; that they might receive 
forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanc- 
tified, through faith, which is in Christ.” It was “ making known 
the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles,— 
the mystery which had been hidden from:ages and generations, 
which: is Christ in you the hope of glory; warning every man, 
and teaching every man in all wisdom, that they might present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” ‘This was the preaching of 
the apostolic age. 

But I have said, that the institution of a Ministry on such a 
plan, and with such objects, was both nove! and sublime. 

There are, indeed, many instances on record, of persons travel- 
ling in quest of knowledge ;—of persons going into different parts 
of the world, in order to obtain it, and then returning to impart it 
to their disciples. Lut where was there an instance before, of per- 
sons travelling through the world, in order to communicate know!l- 
edge to mankind? The Jewish economy itself was partial, as well as 
temporary. ‘I'he Jews might have proselyted some of the heathen 
among them, or of those who might choose to come among them; 
but they had no command to go through the world to propagate 
their religion, and to proselyte the nations. The world was left 
to itself, in order to exhaust its resources, to humble its pride, and 
to show its insufficiency, unaided by revelation, to attain a saving 
knowledge of God. At first, the Gospel itself was preached to 
the Jews only; and Jesus expressly commanded his Apostles not 
to go into the way of the Gentiles, nor to enter into a city of the 
Samaritans. But after his resurrection, all things being then pre- 
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pared, and his disciples fully instructed unto the kingdom of God, 
he communicated to them the full extent of their commission, in 
those memorable words, “Go ye into all the world, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature:” Go and proclaim the good news 
to the whole creation. ‘And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto 
the end of the world.” ‘And they went forth and preached 
every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the 
word with signs following.” - . : 

This was a new era in the history, both of religion and of knowl- 
edge. It was the era of the. institution of a Ministry, chosen and 
commissioned of God, for the instruction and the conversion of 
the world; and that Ministry was itinerant. The object, and this 
mode of accomplishing it, are both divinely sanctioned. Here, 
too, the question is settled, respecting the propriety and the duty of 
sending the Gospel to the heathen. [tis no longer a moot-point: 
among Christians it admits of no debate. The great Head of the 
Church has settled it. Hear ye Him. “Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the Gospel to every creature.” This is His 
will: and, until this is done, His will cannot have been accom- 
plished. : 

But, “Who is sufficient for these things?” Who shall perform 
this mighty task P 

If the question be put to man, if he be the judge, he answers: 
“The learned,—the philosopher,—the orator. If it can be ac- 
complished at all, these only can accomplish it.” But how dif- 
ferent are the thoughts and ways of God!—Notice, secondly, the 
description of persons whom he selects for the execution of this great 
design. ‘We preach.”—And who are ye? ~ : 

It is not my intention to enter here into the general question of 
the Ministerial Office. The time would hot admit of it; nor does 
the subject require it. But there is one view of it which is essen- 
tial to a just portraiture of the leading feature of the text; and te 
this only I shall ask your attention. 

The Apostle certainly does not admit, that the instruments 
whom it pleased God to employ in this Ministry were foolish and 
ignorant, any more than he admits the foolishness of their doc- 
trine, or of their manner of preaching it. Yet it was obviously his 
design to show that the:whole system was devised for the express 
purpose of humbling human pride,—the pride of learning, the 
pride of speech, the pride of birth, the pride of wealth, the pride 
of power,—and every other sort of pride that swells and blinds 
man’s foolish heart; and, at the same time, to secure the glory of 
his salvation, as is due, to God alone. It is in the continued de- 
velopeiment of this view of the subject, that he adopts the language 
of the following verses: “ Ye see your calling, Brethren, that not 
many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many nq@ 
ble,—-but God hath chosen the foolish things of the world, to con- 
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found the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world, 
to confound the things which are mighty; and base things of the 
world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and 
things which are not, to bring to nought things that are; that no 
flesh should glory in his presence.—We have this treasure in ear- 
then vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and 
not of us.—And my speech, and my preaching, was not with en- 
ticing words of man’s wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit, 
and of power; that your faith should not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God. For Christ sent me to preach 
the Gospel, not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ 
should be made of none effect.”-—Hear his reason, my Brethren ; 
and mark it well. It unfolds to you at once, the whole principle 
of the subject :—* Lest the cross of Christ should be made of none 
effect.” By haw much an infidel would despise the cross of 
Christ, by just so much God is careful of its honour. His glory 
he will not give to another. 

I hope not to be understood as intending to detract, in the 
slightest degree, from the just use of human literature. There was 
a Paul among the Apostles, and a Wesley among ourselves: and 
there are other literary lights yet shining i in their strength, for 
whom we have the greatest reason to bless God. The Bible is, 
in many respects, a learned book; and to be acquainted with its 
Jearning, is not only desirable and ornamental, but highly useful. 
To understand its original tongues, its geography, its chronology, 
its natural history, its ; philosophy , its astronomy, and all those in- 
cidental branches of science which tend either to solve its difficul- 
ties, or to elucidate its history ;—to be able to do all this, undoubt- 
edly requires learning, and not a little of it. But is all this abso- 
Jutely essential to the true and efficient preaching of the Gospel,— 
I mean the plan of our salvation by Jesus Christ ? If so, is it not 
equally essential to the understanding of this Gospel? Why then 
do we trouble ourselves about Bible Societies? And why do we 
send out Bibles and Testaments without note or comment, or a 
Jearned expounder to accompany each? Alas! you children and 
servants, (to use the language of an able writer,) you poor and il- 
literate people, you sick and dying penitents, what will become 
of you, if the Gospel be sucha learned science’ ‘The truth is, the 
Gospel resembles the natural world. ‘The earth on which we 
tread,—the waters which encompass it,—the sun, the moon, and 
stars, which shine above us, and shed their rays around us,—all 
these have mysteries and glories to exercise the utmost learning. 
But, thanks be to. God, this is not essential to the enjoyment of 
their substantial benefits. Just so it is with the essential doctrines 
of the Gospel. “The poor have the Gespel preached unto them,” 
And it is a Gospel which they can understand. We preach 
Christ crucified.” 
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This is the third light in which we may regard the means set 
forth in the text: The grand subject matter of the Apostles’ 
preaching. ae 

It might seem strange, on a transient view, that in the midst of 
signs and wonders the most stupendous,—enough, one’ would sup- 
pose, to satisfy the most incredulous, the Jews should still “require 
a sign:” ‘Master, we would see a sign from thee.” But their 
language in another place will assist in fyrnishing an explanation : 
They “desired him that he would shew them a sign from heaven.” 
By misinterpreting the Prophets, and cherishing their national 
pride with vain traditions, they had persuaded themselves that the 
Messiah would make his appearance as a mighty Prince, descend- 
ing from heaven in visible power and glory. This, it is supposed, 
was that precise, and, in their estimation, indispensable sign, 
which they persisted in demanding. If this conjecture be cor- 
rect, it explains, at the same time, why they were refused the 
sign which they required. It was inconsistent with the character 
of the Messiah, and with the purpose and manner of his coming, 
as foretold by the Prophets. It was inconsistent, as you must 
perceive, with one of the grand designs of the Gospel, which, we 
have already said, is prominently exhibited in the text;—to hum- 
ble, not to foster pride. ‘‘ An evil and adulterous generation seek- 
eth after a sign; and there shall no sign be given to it but the 
sign of the Prophet Jonas: for as Jonas was three days and three 
nights in the whale’s belly, so shall the Son of Man be three days 
and three nights in the heart of the earth.” As if our Lord had 
said, “The sign from heaven, which you demand, shall not be 
given you; but you shall have a sign*from the earth. I will not 
descend from heaven in the pomp which you desire: it is not the 
manner of my first coming. But I will demonstrate myself to be 
the Son of God, with power, by my resurrection from the dead’: 
for thus it is written, and thus it behoveth me to suffer, and to rise 
from the dead: and this shall leave you equally without excuse.” 

It has been well remarked, that one great cause why many per- 
sons reject the Gospel is, that they judge of it by preconceived 
expectations. This was the case with the Jews. ‘The Greeks, 
indeed, did not fix on the same test; yet the principle, and the 
results, were the same in both.— The Greeks seek after wisdom.” 
They were not solicitous for miracles. Their delight was in cu- 
rious and abstruse questions; in metaphysical and puzzling spec- 
ulations; in the flowers of rhetoric, and the subtilities of sophis- 
try. This was what they called wisdom, and what they sought 
after. But the preaching of the Apostles was the utter reverse of 
all this; and hence they denominated it the reverse of wisdom,— 
foolishness. 

St. Paul, it is true, as far as was possibly admissible, consistent- 
ly with truth and righteousness, accommodated himself to the pre- 
judices, to the peculiarities, and to the weaknesses of his hearers. 
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‘I am a debtor,” said he, “both to the Greeks and to the bar- 
barians; to the wise and to the unwise.—l.am made all things tg 
all men, that I might, by all means, save some.” And in this he 
has set an example worthy of the imitation of all who seek to save 
souls. ‘True greatness is never lessened by stooping to the weak- 
nesses of the ignorant, and to the wants of the distressed. It ig 
only little minds that fear this. Such acts, rather brighten its 
highest lustre. But whep,the foundation is in question, when it 
is the Cross that gives offence, do you then ever find this great 
Apostle consulting flesh and blood, or humouring prejudices? Do 
you ever find him adopting a pliant pelicy, which would lead him 
to withhold or to disguise the truth; or to clip, and pare, and pol- 
ish it, to make it current with the rich, and wise, and powerful; 
to shun the reproach of the cross himself, orto free them from it? 
No such thing, my Brethren: St. Paul is no example for ac- 
commodating preaching of this sort. On such occasions his lan- 
guage is—‘‘ None of these things move me.—God forbid, that I 
should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.—I de- 
termined not to know any thing among you save Jesus Christ, 
and Him crucified —The Jews require a sign, and the Greeks 
seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified.” This was 
the great theme of the Apostles,—the grand subject matter of their 
preaching. 

But in what sense did they preach Christ crucified? The latter 
part of the text elucidates this poiat. In whatever sense they 
preached it, it was such as was a stumbling-block to the Jews, and 
foolishness to the Greeks; but to those that were called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of 
God. . 

By the preaching of Christ crucified, then, are we to understand 
the mere historical narration of the fact?—or the additional decla- 
ration, that a good man had died as a witness for the truth, and in 
his martyrdom had given an example of patience in sufferings‘ 
‘These are ideas which never could have scandalized the Jews to 
such a degree as is here represented. They had shed the blood of 
many righteous men before, and afterwards adorned their sepvul- 
chres. Nor could they have appeared so foolish to the Greeks, 
who, according to their views, had had examples somewhat simi- 
lar among themselves. The case of Socrates is a well-known in- 
stance. But there is a sense in which the preaching of Christ 
crucified must have been, to the Jews of that.day, the greatest 
imaginable stumbling-block, and the utmost foolishness to the 
Greeks: and this is precisely the sense in which we understand 
the Apostles to have preached it. They preached the sacrificial 
death of Christ, as an atonement for sin. They preached Him as 
the only, and the sufficient Saviour of the world, through his aton- 
ing blood, his resurrection, and his intercession. ° It was this that 
stumbled the Jews ;—it was this that offended the Greeks. The 
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former, having lost the true spirit and design of their law, of which 
Christ was the end for righteousness, were ignorant of God’s 
righteousness,—his method of justifying sinners. They went 
about to establish their own righteousness, and sought justifica- 
tion by the deeds of the law. Hence they rejected the doctrine 
of atonement by the Messiah, and attained not to the law of righ- 
teousness. And ‘wherefore? Because they sought it not by 
faith, but as it were by the works of the*law. For they stumbled 
at that stumbling-stone.” And to talk of the forgiveness of. sins, 
and the sanctification and the salvation of the soul, through the 
blood of one that had been crucified, to the Greeks was idle bab- 
bling. But these very circumstances are so far from disparaging 
our doctrine, that they are among the strongest proofs of its truth. 
If we can find a sense in which Christ crucified would not have 
been a stumbling-block to the carnal and self-righteous Jews, nor 
foolishness to the unhumbled, the philosophical, the captious 
Greeks, that is precisely the sense in which we should not preach 
it, because it cannot be the sense in which the Apostles preached it. 
“In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of his grace:” This is the sense in 
which we preach crucified. 

The decks of this doctrine were as varioy's as its reception. To 
the Jews and Greeks,—to unbelievers,—as we have already seen, 
it was a stumbling-block, and foolishness. “ But unto them which 
were called,” to believers, as the 21st verse shows the sense to 
be, it was “ Christ the power of God, and the wisdom of God.” 

Here, my Brethren, let us fix our hold. The Gospel which we 
preach is not a dead letter. It is the living word of the living 
God, whose honour is pledged to enforce it, wherever it is’ faith- 
fully preached. “‘ Quick and powerful, sharper than a two-edged 
sword, it pierces to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of 
the joints and marrow; and is a discerner of the thoughts and in- 
tents of the heart.” It is ‘the power of God,” not for destruc- 
tion, of which we might rather have expected the dreadful thun- 
ders, but, ‘unto salvation.” It awakens the .guilty conscience ; 
it changes the polluted heart; it destroys. the dominion of sin, and 
gives a sure and certain hope of everlasting life. All this the 
Apostle had proved himself. “JI am not ashamed,” said he, “of 
the Gospel of Christ; for it is the power of God unto salvation, 
to every one that believeth.” Happy the Preacher who thus 
preaches from experience! Happy the people who hear his preach- 
ing! The Gospel which is not felt, my Brethren, which has no 
power in it, which brings no assurance to the soul, is not the Gos- 
pel of Christ; it is not the Gospel which was preached by the 
Apostles. ‘Our Gospel,” they could say to their hearers, —“ Our 
Gospel came to you not in word only, but in power, and in the 
Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.” And it was the wisdom of 
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God, as it accomplished the great end of man’s salvation, consist- 
ently with God’s glory, and the harmony of all his attributes, 
‘“‘ Here the whole Deity is known, 

Nor dares a creature guess, 


Which of the glories brightest shone, 
The justice, or the grace.” 


God can now be just, and the justifier of every one that believeth 
in Jesus Christ. ' 

Our own history will afford us a modern exemplification of the 
subject. 

When the admirable Wesley had himself experienced the saving 
power of living faith, immediately he began to proclaim what he 
then felt and knew,—*“ By grace are ye saved, through faith.” A 
present, a free, and a full salvation through the blood of Jesus, was 
his constant theme. Many were offended. ‘The churches in Lon- 
don were shut against him. But the word of God was not bound. 
He was thrust out into the fields, and preached, like his Lord, to 
listening thousands in the open air. He went forth, like the Apos- 
tles, and preached every where; the Lord working with him, and 
confirming the word with signs following. 'To some it wasa 
stumbling-block ; to others, it was foolishness. But whether they 
heard, or whether they forbore, he still preached Christ crucifi- 
ed,—a present Saviour, and a sufficient Saviour, to all that be- 
lieve. And see the fruits! How many thousands, now in glory, 
are blessing God for the joyful sound! How many happy thov- 
sands more yet live, followers of those who through faith and pa- 
tience have already inherited the promises! 

My Brethren, turn your eyes to our Western world. It is a lit- 
tle more than fifty years since you first sent Missionaries to our 
shores, with these good tidings of great joy. Boardman and Pil- 
moor, the latter of whom still lives, came first, in 1769: Wright and 
Asbury followed, in 1771. Asbury :—This name alone justifies 
your Missions; and it justifies much of the doctrine which has 
been advanced on this occasion. He was an instrument in the 
hands of God, and a messenger from you, of labours and of mem- 
ory scarcely less blessed, to us, than Wesley himself.—Now cast 
your eyes over the map of. the world, and trace the wide-spread 
work of these apostolic men, and their sons. Truly the Lord 
gave the word, and great is the company of the Preachers. Nine 
hundred in the British Connexion :—nine hundred in the Amet!- 
ean! Eighteen hundred Itinerant Preachers now living; besides 
the hundreds who have died in the work, and the thousands, in 
both Connexions, of Local Brethren, who are zealously and aflec- 
tionately engaged in the same great cause! And are we yet asked 
by what authority we do these things, or who gave us this author- 
ity? We turn to more than half a million of living witnesses, (not 
to insist, if you choose, upon. the testimony of the dead,) and we 
say, “These are the seals of our ministry.” If we are not Apos- 
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ales to others, yet doubtless we are to these, for the seals of our 
apostleship are they in the Lord. These are our answer to those 
that trouble us s—a letter known and read of all men ;—written 
not with pen and ink, but by the Spirit of the living God, upon the 
tables of the heart. : 
Venerable Fathers,—and you my respected and beloved Breth- 
ren,—to whom this great ministry of reconciliation has been com- 
mitted: it would be an infinitely higher joy to me to sit at your 
feet and learn. But since it has become my duty to speak in 
your presence, will you suffer a junior Brother, unworthy indeed, 
yet will you suffer him, in the name of his Lord, to ask, whtether 
we are continuing to prosecute this heavenly work with a zeal 
and a perseverance becoming the high examples which have been 
set us? The Prophets, where are they? and our Fathers, do they 
live for ever? They are gone to their reward: and now we are 
ambassadors for Christ. Our work and recompense are both be- 
fore us. The continents, and the islands of the seas, are whiten- 
ing to the harvest. Ethiopia stretches out her hands unto God; 
and savage tribes attend His word. The Lord of the harvest 
opens his glory, and looks down from above; and He says to the 
heart of each labourer, “ Fear not,—be strong ;—lo, I am with 
you alway: be thou faithful unto death, and Iwill give thee a 
crown of life.” With the animating sound of that voice, let us 
rise up, and go to the work of the Lord, and we shall be crowned 
with the honours that come from God. | 


Biography. 
re 
MEMOIR OF MISS ELIZA HIGGINS, 
(Concluded from page 260.) 


Tue following letter, dated Oct, 30, 1820, is addressed to 
Rev. S. Merwin, whose ministry had been the. means of great 
spiritual blessings to her soul. There is such a strain of humble 
devotion in this letter that I have transcribed almost.the whole 
of it; not doubting but it will be as welcome to the readers as to 
the writer of this memoir. It is as follows: Bae 


“ Betovep Frienp, yA 

“Through divine favour I am enabled to sit up ined, 
and in the intervals of pain, express my mind. Since the 18th 
of Aug. I have been confined to my room, and a great part of my. 
time to my bed. For five or six weeks my sickness did not ap- 
pear like affliction, it was so mixed with amazing mercy. A con- 
tinued peace reigned in my mind, and oftentimes I was blessed 
"y glories manifestations of the divine presence. Since the 
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28th of Sept. my body has been racked with extreme pain; but 
iny adorable Redeemer led a suffering life, and died an ignomin- 
ious death, that I, an unworthy dust, might live for ever. Chriss 
is my: sole support. Iam enabled to lay my weak and pained 
body, with wretched self, at Jesus’ feet, and bear the cross with 
cheerful resignation. Yes, Lam near home. It is good to drop 
our clay in the quiet grave, and follow Jesus on the wings of love 
to immortal glory. Jesus, the Almighty Saviour, will support 
me through the trying hour of separation—He wilt, glory! glory! 
glory! to the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. From the age of 
thirteen years I was blessed ‘with the ~ ivings of the Holy Spirit; 
but alas, I did not yield until your voice, by the power of God, 
reached my heart. From that time I resolved to repent of, and 
forsake my most pleasing sins, if haply I might find that peaceful 


‘but unknown way. While in the sacred grove, on the 14th of 


Aug. 1818, my incessant cries reached the Father of mercies, 
and my benighted soul received the dawn of heaven. My con- 
fidence in God, through the atoning blood of the dear Redeemer, 
has grown stronger and stronger. Still the way is peace—a uni- 
form peace and heavenly calm. Dear father, L reflect with a 
grateful heart on the chain of providences which led me to an 
acquaintance with your family, with the Methodists, with myself, 
and above all, with my adorable Saviour. My heart is full, and 
my will is sweetly Jost in the will of my heavenly Father. I 
could say much more; but my strength fails. I am waiting with 
patience till my change shall come. As | am not likely to enjoy 
the privilege of seeing you again in this vale of tears, [ bid my 
dear father and mother farewell in Jesus. We shall meet again 
in those happy regions where the friends of Immanuel will neve: 
more ‘be separated. QO glorious hope. Farewell, sister Hetty: 

may you ever be blessed with the consolations of the S ee 0} 
God. Strive to sink into all the depths of humble love. My pa- 
rents and family, and likewise many of our dear friends, joi 


-me in love to you all. 


Pray for your unworthy, 
But affectionate, 
Exiza.” 


The last letter she ever wrote is without date; but must have 
been written about the latter part of December, 1820. It is ex- 
pressive of the peaceful and happy state of her soul during he: 
Jong and painful afitiction. Her own words are the best expres: 
sion of the sweetness of her temper, the elevation of her mind, 
and the purity of her heart. 


‘* BeLovep ALMIRA, 
“Through divine goodness { am once more able to usé 
my pen, and employ my thoughts in converse with you. Soon; 


‘amy dear girl,-very soon I expect to be where God and Chris: 
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are; and the delightful thought of meeting my Almira in that 
slorious mansion, enables me to leave you without a tear; but 
not without an earnest desire that your faith may be increased, 
vour hope confirmed, and your whole soul perfected in love. 
Hang by faith alone on the immutable promises of God. Freely 
zive your time, your talents, your every affection to the Lord, 
and then your joy will be full. Yes, Almira, a glorious fulness 
will be yours. Se will then be enabled to bear all the trials 


of life with cheerful submission, and your soul will be kept in . 


perfect peace while passing through this vale of tears, and in the 
trying hour you will be enabled calmly to resign your breath to 
him who gave it you, and your happy spirit will take its flight 
to immortal glory. Transporting thought! ‘All this through the 
atoning blood of our adorable Redeemer. Since the 16th of 
August, I have been enabled patiently and cheerfully to suffer 
the will of an all-wise, merciful, and holy God. My sufferings 
will work out for me a far more exceeding and eternal weight of 
glory. I am blessed with a uniform peace, and heavenly calm. 
My room is, and has been for months, a bethel to my soul; yea, 
it has been like a paradise. O wondrous grace! © boundless 
love! 

I have many times been favoured with such a clear view and 
«lorious sense of the presence of the Holy Trinity, that I have 
heen lost to terrestrial objects. One day, while in extreme dis- 
tress, I realized, in a peculiar manner, the excellency of living 
faith without spiritual joy, and in the after part of the day, I was 
blessed with the presence of God, and the smiles of Jesus. Such 
infinite condescension demands our praise. Language is too 
faint to express the innumerable mercies with which I am blessed. 
My Christian friends have been kind and attentive; brother 
S has been a father indeed. He has watched me daily and 
hourly through my sickness, prayed fervently for me, and 1 have 
received: answers while he has been calling on God in. my’be- 
half. ‘The communion of saints is truly precious while in this 
vale of tears. With this 1 have been highly favoured. Elethea 
has come to a fixed determination to seek the salvation of her 
soul, and has voluntarily joined class, O that she may earnestly 
seek until she is blessed with the spirit of adoption and free 
grace. Almira, praise with me and for me. Bless the Lord, O 
my soul, and all that is within me, adore his holy name., My 
strength fails—farewell in Jesus, Give my love to your.dear 
parents, sister Mary, and your brother. Tell them I have .a 
sweet hope of meeting them all in the mansions of rest, 

Farewell Alinira.. 


Ewiza.’” - 





_ The two last letters are a true specimen of. the patience, fe- 
“ignation, humility, peace, joy and triumph of this distinguished 
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disciple of Jesus, during the greater part of her protracted and 
painful affliction. 

The disorder with which she was confined to her room and 
chiefly to her bed, for about sixteen months, was .#scites, or 
internal dropsy, accompanied with its concomitant train of dis- 
eases of the viscera. During the progress of this distressing 
and fatal disorder, she passed ten tines under the painful ope- 
ration of the Surgeon. Her distress was frequently so great that 
her friends and attendants were apprehensive that she could 
not survive even fora few hours. Indeed her paroxysms of pain 
seemed altogether beyond the strength of her feeble frame. On 
these occasions her friends frequently waited round her bed in 
expectation of seeing her expire; but they waited only to wit- 
fiess the triumph of her happy soul in the God of her salva- 
tion. At those periods, when her whole frame appeared to be 
wrecked with strong pain, and she was verily in an agony, her 
mind seemed to rise superior to the feelings of mortality, and 
exult with holy delight in the fulness of divine grace. In patience 
she was made perfect. Her constant cry was, “ not my will, 
but thine bé done.” She did not even wish her sufferings less. 
How often did we hear her speek of the depth of her Saviour’s 
sufferings for the salvation of her soul, and how trifling her sufter- 
ings were when compared with his. Who that heard will ever 
forget that remarkable exclamation in the midst of an agony 


‘which seemed to admonish us that her departure was at hand— 


“The Son of God went from the cross to his Father’s kingdom; 
and shall I shrink from suffering when I am so near heaven !” 

She had such a lively sense of the mercy and love of God in 
every thing, great and small, even in her deepest sufferings, that 
she seemed to consider her heaviest afflictions but light. The 
voice of complaint was never heard from her lips; but mercy, 
rich, free, boundless mercy was her constant theme. 

It was manifest to those who were intimate with her, that as the 
painful hours of surgical operation approached, her mind was pre- 
pared by a special manifestation of the Holy Spirit, enabling her 
to support the scene, not only with unshaken fortitude, but also 
with transports of joy. Many will recollect the manner in which 
she frequently spoke of the grand atonement; the clearness of 
her views of the plan of salvation, and the exultation of her soul 
in the contemplation of it. A free, present and full salvation, by 
grace through faith, was the delight of her heart, and the sub- 
ject of her conversation. 

During the whole scene of her severe and protracted sufferings, 
it appeared evident to her religious visitants, that an Almighty 
hand was stretched out to uphold her for some impertant and 
beneficial purpose with respect to others. And doubtless hun- 
dreds, who visited her chamber, felt that it was the place of the 


presence of the Most High. For myself I had often visited the 
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bed of affliction. the house of mourning, and the chamber of death, 
to administer the instructions and consolations of religion to my 
afflicted fellow-creatures, and teach others how to suffer and how 
to die; but I visited the chamber of Eliza Higgins, that I might 
learn how to suffer and how to die myself. She appeared to en- 
ter, in an extraordinary manner, into the situation of the numerous 
individuals who visited her, and her conversation was peculiarly 
appropriate to every condition, While her lips were clothed 


with words of encouragement and consolation to the lovers of 


Jesus, her language of entreaty and warning to the impenitent 
might have made.a Felix tremble. 

There was an indescribable majesty and awe accompanying 
her addresses to the unconverted—a kind of unction which we 
have no language to communicate. On these occasions we secem- 
ed to be brought in full view of eternity, and in the light of its 
momentous interests the world dwindles to a point almost im- 
perceptible. But what did we feel when sbe spoke of that city 
whose walls are of “jasper and gold,” and of the glory of God 
and the Lamb filling that city? In the midst of these delightful 
transports we were often led to exclaim, “ if this be dying, surely 
death has lost his sting !” 

Although we frequently waited round her bed in expectation 
of a visit from the king of terrors, it has seemed rather as if we 
were waiting for the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof, 
and for a convoy of angels to convey a sister spirit to the Para- 
dise of God. : 

So sensible were we of the divine presence, that the place 
seemed awful and glorious. O what a sense of God and hea- 
ven have we felt, while kneeling in prayer, or joining in praise. 

She daily and hourly read her title clear to a heavenly man- 
sion, and rejoiced as seeing him who is invisible. In her we have 
one of the most happy and obvious examples of the truth of the 
blessed doctrine of the witness of the Spirit, touching our adop- 
tion into the family of God. 


Not a cloud did arise, to darken her skies, 
Or hide tora moment, her Lord from her eyes. 


For three or four of the last months of her life, het debility 
was so great that she was able to speak but little; and the na- 
ture of her disorder was such that, without a perpetual miracle, 
it was not to be expected that her mind should continue in that 
joyful and rapturous frame with which her gracious Lord had 
so abundantly favoured her. She had little or no natural rest, 
and it was found necessary to procure it by anodynes. Under 
the operation of these she frequently complained of stupidity, 
and that she was not able to raise her thoughts to heaven. But 
during the whole she never for one moment lost her confidence 
in God, nor expressed a desire that her sufferings might be less. 
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SKETCH OF THE CHARACTER OF THE 
On the afternoon previous to her departure, she seemed to 
close up her testimony preparatory to her removal to the heaven- 
ly country. Perhaps it was at this time that the enemy made 
his last assault upon this suffering child of God. Conscious 
of his attempt, she cried twice, “get thee behind me satan, | 
have nothing to do with thee. The Lord is mine, and I am 
his ; yes, yes, yes, 1 am going to heaven. Happy, happy, hap- 
py! Glory, glory to God. I have had a bright witness of my 
justification and sanctification.” She then took her leave of all 
present, exhorting each individual to meet her in heaven, hold-: 
ing each by the hand till she had received a promise that her 
dying words should not be forgotten. From this she gradually 
declined, till on Saturday morning, December 22, 1821, about 
S$ o’clock, she sweetly tell asleep in Jesus, without a struggle 
or a groan. Infidelity itself must tremble before the evidence 
which such illustrious examples afford, of the truth and excel- 
Jency of the Christian revelation. It is humbly, yet confidently 
presumed, that the facts recorded in the preceding narrative, are 
effects which natural causes could never produce, and to which 
philosophy itself is totally inadequate. It is the special province, 
itis the exclusive prerogative of christianity to remove doubts 
relative to a future state, to support the soul in peace and tri- 
umph in prospect of the king of terrors, and_ to illuminate with 
comfort and joy the valley of the s hadow of death.. This is the 
tremendous moment when earth recedes from the sight, and all 
its Interests dwindle into insignificance. ‘This is the grand, the 
momentous point, at which we must exclaim with respect to all 
sublunary aid, Hitherto thou mayest come, but no farther! Here 
thy feeble efforts fail, thy hand forgets her cunning, and the 
soul devoid of thy support, must repose alone on the bosom of 
her God! J have only to add my earnest prayer, that while Eliza 
lives in her death, and flourishes from her tomb, her bright ex- 
ample may excite many, especially the young, toa virtuous emu- 
raid. and that while she rests from her labours, and her suf- 
erings, in the paradise of God, others may be excited to follow 
hel as she followed Christ. 


= 


BIGGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE CHARACTER OF THE LATE REV. 
JOSEPH BENSON.——BY JABEZ BUNTING. 


(Coneluded from page 255.) 


[ ave thus endeavoured to direct your attention to various 
excellencies which adorned the Personal and Public Character of 
Mr. Benson. If any ask, ‘* What were his defects, his infirmities, 
his faults,’—I answ er, that, whatever they were, they will not be 
particularized by me in this place. I know them not, with that 
distinctness or certainty, which would be necessary to render # 
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public detail of them instructive to others, or even innocent to 
myself; for I reverence him as a Father, and hope to be eternally 
grateful for his ministry, under which, in early life, 1 sat with 
much profit, and for his friendship, conversation, and example, in 
subsequent years. Nor do I recognize any rule of duty which 
binds me to take notice of them at all, in a mere Sketch like this, 
except for the purpose: of declaring my conscientious belief, that 
they were few and trivial, is comparison of his many and distin- 
guished virtues. Whatever of this nature I at any time observed, 
during my acquaintance with him, grew very much, I think, out 
of the circumstances of comparative seclusion from general socie- 
ty, in which he was, of late years, placed. He was so perfectly 
busy in domg his own work, that he knew not, in many cases, 
how much was doing by others; and might thus be led to under- 
rate the good which is actually in progress, in the Church ot 
Christ, and in the world, and to indulge views of men and things 
more gloomy than just or accurate. But even such mistaken 
views generally made him weep over, rather than to satirize, or 
cynically and malevolently proclaim, the evils of which he thought 
there was some reason to be apprehensive. He “sighed and 
cried” for what he judged to be amiss or defective; and for such 
holy exercises, it must be allowed, there is always, in this mixed 
and imperfect state, sufficient occasion, even on the most favour- 
able view that can be soberly indulged. 

“Them that honour me, I will honour.”—This gracious rule of 
the divine government is eminently illustrated in the case of Mr. 
Benson. 

1. He was signally honoured in the remarkable success of his 
Ministry. Few men, in modern times, have been so useful in 
awakening the careless and worldly from the slumbers of sin, and 
in “winning souls” to God. 'The persons converted by his in- 
strumentality, in various parts of this kingdom, have been very 
numerous; of whom “some are fallen asleep” in Jesus, and oth- 
ars “remain unto this present,” evincing by their holy. and con- 
sistent lives the genuineness of their religious experience. In 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne, Manchester, Halifax, Leeds, Hull, and the 
populous vicinities which surround those places, and which form- 
ed a part of the Circuits attached to them in the earlier periods 
of Mr. Benson’s labours, this success was particularly striking > 
and the fruit of his “preaching and living” has been permanent. 
Some very extraordinary instances of “the overwhelming power 
of saving grace,” which attended his ministry, are related on un- 
questionable authority ; and prove that “ God was with him of a 
truth.” | 

2. He was honoured in the high esteem and reverence which 
his piety, talents, and usefulness, obtained for him, from his 
Brethren in the Ministry, and from our Societies at large. How 
many thousands of excellent persons are now pouring their grate- 
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ful blessings on his memory, and following his flight to glory with 
the exclamation, “My Father! my Father! ‘The chariot of 
[srael, and the horsemen thereof!” Your cordial concurrence in 
these affectionate sentiments towards the venerable deceased, has 
been suflicicntly evinced by the circumstances which lately char- 
acterized his public funeral, and by those which mark the present 
solemnity. Of the feelings of his friends in the country some idea 

may be conveyed by the ‘following extracts from Letters, just re- 
ceived; which I gladly read, because they furnish convincing 
proofs of what I have stated concerning Mr. Benson’s great use- 
fulness, as well as of the high place which he deservedly occupied 
in public esteem. : 


A letter from Bradford, Yorkshire, contains these observations: 


‘‘Mr. Benson was always in the habit of improving time wheu 
he attended our Annual Conferences, by preaching very frequent- 
ly. He therefore made excursions, and preached in neighbour- 
ing Circuits. At the last Leeds Conference, though so far ad- 
vanced in years, he preached, on the same day, twice at Bradford 
and once at Halifax, to immense crowds. 

At one Leeds Conference, (I believe in 1781,) he went over to 
Birstal, and preached on the Lord’s as The congregation was 
large. He discoursed on Heb. xi. 7, in Ais best style. It is said 
that Jifiy persons were awakened under that sermon, amongst 
whom were Mr. John Nelson, and a pious, steady Leader at 
Clayton, who gave me this account. 

“My. Benson’s labours in this Circuit (which then included 

Halifax, &c.) were abundantly blessed to the conversion and edi- 
fication of many. He was first stationed here in 1777, and again 
in 1782, and 1783. God was with him; and the “: aged disci-' 
ples” speak of him with high affection and reverence. A great 
number also of comparitively young members of Society do the 
same. T account for this, on two grounds: (1.) The conversation 
of those who were benefited under his ministry : I can recollect, 
aearly thirty years ago, when I laboured in Halifax Circuit, to 
have heard such details of Mr. Benson’s Sermons, Prayers, and 
manner of life, as could not fail to make ingelible impressions on 
all minds possessed of any degree of religious feeling: (2.) His 
occasional visits,,in which he preached the Gospel to vast multi- 
tudes with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven. 

- Perhaps, I might add, that his [ditorship of our Magazine, 
nis Commentary, &c. tended to keep alive in the minds ‘of the 
people, in these parts, an affectionate regard for him. You can 
hardly conceive how much the friends here seem to feel on the 
accasion of his departure.” 


Another letter, from Hull, says, 


“Mr. Benson may with truth be said to have been the Apos- 
te of this part of the country. Hg was appointed for Hull in 
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1786. The Methodist Society was then few in number, and the 
Chapel in which they worshipped was very small. The Lord 
owned his labours, and before the following Christmas, the Chapel 
was crowded with hearers; and as the service began at six o’clock 
in the evening, it was necessary to be there soon after five o’clock 
to secure aseat. The congregation continued to increase, and a 
larger place of worship became necessary. Mr. Benson, after 
surmounting many difficulties, with much labour and exertion, 
succeeded in raising the ‘ beautiful and commodious Chapel,’ (as 
he termed it,) situated in George-Yard. There is not a place in 
this Circuit, in which the name of Benson is not as ointment pour- 
ed forth. At sundry times, during the period of his station here, 
the Holy Spirit was in a most wonderful manner poured out, 
while he was dispensing the word of life; and many persons now 
living speak of those times with a high degree of pleasure. He 
was indeed a Minister of God for good to this people, and they 
are sure that Hull is deeply indebted to him, under God, for the 
respectable situation it now holds in the Methodist world.” 


3. He was divinely honoured in the tranquility of his end. If, 
in the very last weeks of decay and extreme debility, he had no 
ecstatic raptures, still he had no fears, no hesitations, no gloomy 
uncertainties. ‘The Narrative which you have heard of the cir- 
cumstances of his sickness and death, must have reminded you of 
that text, “Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright ; for 
the end of that man is peace.” 

4. He is now, doubtless, receiving the honours of heavenly glo- 
ry. To him we may apply with full confidence, and with a pro- 
priety more than common, the words of our blessed Saviour, re- 
eorded by St. Luke, ‘‘ Who then is that faithful and wise stew- 
ard, whom his Lord shall make ruler over his household, to give 
them their portion of meat in due season? Blessed is that servant, 
whom his Lord when he cometh shall find so doing. Of a truth, 
I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath.” 
This passage, in my judgment, most strikingly describes the 
Character of Mr. Benson; and, of course, it points out to us the 
peculiar dlessedness, which he now assuredly enjoys, and shall for 
ever possess. For “they that be wise shall shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness 
as the stars for ever and ever.” Yes! he has joined his glorified 
friends,—his venerable Father in the Gospel, Mr. Wesley,—and 
many of his own spiritual children. And, above all, ‘‘ absent 
from the body, he is present with the Lord.” ‘To this he had 
looked with holy desire as the consummation of his bliss, when, 
two days before his death, he observed to Dr. Clarke, (—who 
had just said to him, “ Sir, you are not far from the kingdom of 
our God,”—) “Jam not only not far from the kingdom of our 


God, but I am sure or rinpine Gop in that kingdom.” The 
Vox. V. 38 
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observation struck me at the time, as very characteristic, and wor- 
thy of the dying saint who uttered it. It was as if he had said, 
* Whom have I,” even “in heaven but Thee!” His God is his 
All for ever! 


To this Article the Author is induced to subjoin, by way of Ap- 
pendix, the following passages from a Letter which Mr. Benson 
addressed to rae Metruonist Society at Hvuut, soon after his 
removal from the Superintendence of that Circuit, in the year 
1789. It will be read with interest and edification; and strongly 
exhibits the spirit of the Christian and the Pastor. It is dated, 
Birmingham, February 20, 1790.” 


“T hope that neither you, nor your dear Ministers, whom | 
highly esteem and love for their piety and usefulness, will think 
that I take too much upon me, in addressing you in this public 
and formal manner. It is not because I think you need any in- 
struction which I can give; for | am persuaded you do not. You 
live in a highly favoured place, and abound with pious and able 
instructors of all kinds. You are ‘able to instruct one another.’ 
Your own Preachers are well qualified to instruct you, and you 
often receive profitable mstructions from the Ministers of the Es- 
tablished Church, and from those of other congregations, which 
some of you attend. But love prompts me to write in this man- 
ner; a manner in which IT would not have written, (hecause to 
some it may appear assuming,) if I had time to write particularly 
to as many as I csuld wish to address. I confess it is somewhat 
singular, and what is not usually done amongst us. It is what] 
myself never did to any people before, and may never do again. 
Nay, though f found a strong inclination to do it some weeks ago, 
I resisted the motion, and thereby, I fear, grieved that Holy Spit 
from whom, I think, it proceeded. For you must know, that a 
little before Christmas, a circumstance leading my thoughts to 
Hul!, and my dear friends there occurring to my mind, my soul 
melted at the remembrance of former days; and I felt a strong 
desire to write, and to tell you all, how earnestly I long after you 
in the bowels of Jesus Christ. I accordingly began a letter to you; 
but being called off before I had finished it, and the overflowing 
affection I at first felt having somewhat subsided, my reasoning 
mind afterwards gave way to fear, proceeding, perhaps, from the 
suggestions of Satan, the great enemy of benevolence and love ;— 
a fear, lest my writing, in this public manner, should have the ap- 
pearance of pride, and of my taking too much upon me. I therefore 
threw the letter aside; never intending to resume it again. But 
reading, this morning, a part of the first Epistle to the Thessalo- 
nians, and feeling, while | read, a measure of the same love for you; 
my dear Brethren, which the Apostle felt for that people among 
whom he had laboured, I determined to restrain myself no longer; 
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but to give vent to my affection, and send you immediately this 
little token of my regard and remembrance of you; leaving it to 
God what construction any one might put upon it. wok hope it may 
be pleaded, in excuse for my taking this liberty, that I was a long- 
er time with you, than it is usual w vith us to spend with a people 
before removing ; that, in consequence of this, I have conceived 
2 peculiar attachment to you, as being still, in some measure, un- 
der my care; and that it is impossible I should be indifferent to 
your welfare. Sorry, indeed, should I be, that my three years’ 
Jabour among you should be lost, or that no fruit of it should ap- 
pear in that great and terrible day of the Lord; and yet more so, 
if any of you, to whom I have often spoken in public and private, 
and whom I endeavoured, however feebly, to tstruct, exhort, and 
warn, should, after all, die i in your sins, and be found among the 
ungodly, on the Judge’s left hand. I hope in God this will not 
be the case with any of you; but that you will stand fast in the 
Lord, my beloved, and will be my joy, and the jpy of all who have 
jaboured among you, in that day? For ‘what is our hope or 
joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye, in the presence of 
our Lord Jesus Christ at his co:iing?’? See to it, my dear Breth- 
ren, that you are those sheep of Christ, who hear his voice and 
fellow him; concerning whom he says, ‘I know my sheep, and 
am known of mine;’ and concerning whom the Apostle says, 
‘The Lord knoweth them that are his; and let him that nameth 
the name of Christ depart from iniquity.2 Ob! my Brethren, 
how has my soul dreaded being of the number of them, to whom 
he will say in that day, ‘I know you not; depart from me, ye 
workers of iniquity!’ And how have I pleaded with the Lord, 
that he would Anow and acknowledge me for one of his, both now 
and at the day of judgment, and keep me ‘ from every evil word 
and work,’ and preserve me blameless to his everlasting kingdom. 
This, I bless God, is still my prayer, and the ruling desire of my 
soul continually. In this prayer I doubt not, but most of you 
heartily join, both for yourselves and me. And we have this 
strong consolation, that the Lord heareth prayer, and that ‘ who- 
soever calleth on his name,’ sincerely, earnestly, and in faith, 
‘shall be saved.’ ‘The Lord, in answer to prayer, will save them 
from sin here, and the consequences of sin hereafter.—I need not 
tell you, my dear Brethren, what a poor creature I am. _ I gave 
you three years proof of my being a very imperfect Christian, 
and still more imperfect Minster. As to the character of a Minis- 
ter, | have often told you, I dare not lay claim to it. It isa char- 
acter of which I am not worthy. I could give you many reasons 
for saying this, were it needful. Not to mention gifts, | am want- 
ing in grace, to sustain an office so sacred. I have not been, and 
am not now, so full of faith and the Holy Ghost, so full of wisdom, 
love, and zeal, as every Minister of the Gospel ought tobe. But 
I endeavoured to help you asa Friend and Brother in the Lord, 
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because you' had no better help sent you, and because I was ap. 
pointed by my Fathers and Brethren to labour among you, and to 
take the oversight of you. And though, as some of you have 
heard me say, before | left you, I did not ‘ shun to declare unto 
you the whole counsel of God,’ yet I regret exceedingly that I did 
not help you as I ought, and might have done, yea, and propably 
should have done, had I been more filled with the Spirit of Jesus, 
and enjoyed a greater measure of his light, and love, and power. 
But the time is past, and can never be recalled. Help me by 
your prayers, my Brethren, that I may be a greater blessing to the 
people among whom I now am, and that we may all make much 
progress in the Lord’s ways. We have cause to be thankful that 
there is a good work in many parts of our Circuit; and many 
souls are added to us in different places. I hope, through the 
help of your prayers, and the prayers of others of God’s people, 
we shall see more good done.” 


After giving an a¢count of Birmingham, and the Circuit at that 
time connected with it, he adds, 


“We have between seven and eight hundred in Society in Bir- 
mingham itself, most of whom (I trust) may be considered as la- | 
bourers in the Lord’s vineyard, and soldiers of Jesus Christ, fight- 
ing under his banner, and not content to stand always upon the 
defensive, but frequently carrying the war into the enemy’s quar- 
ters. While we fight for our Captain in one wing of his army, de 
you stand your ground on the other; for you too, my Brethren, 
are enlisted under the banner of Christ. 1 myself had the honour 
and happiness to enlist many of you; others of you I found, when 
T came first among you, experienced veterans, who had long fought 
the Lord’s battles, and had been in many a hot engagement. 
Surely you will not now sink into sloth, or turn your backs upon 
ihe enemy, and play the coward! Courage, my Brethren, we shall 
gain the victory! My soul glows while I write. I know I shall 
meet many of you at the Judge’s right hand; we shall receive the 
palm of victory, and the crown of glory, from his own hand; and 
he will grant to us ‘to sit down on his throne, as he overcame, and 
is sat down with his Father on his throne!’ The Lord grant it for 
his mercy’s sake! 

“If your souls be as much refreshed in reading this, as mine 

«has been in writing it, you will pardon my taking this liberty, and 
believe me, when I subscribe myself, my dear Brethren, your un- 
worthy Brother and Servant in Christ, § JoserH Benson.” 











M.LUSTRATION OF PSALM Cx. 6. 


Scripture Illustrated. 
|__| 


ILLUSTRATION OF PSALM CX. 3. 


“ Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties ef holi- 
ness, from the womb of the morning, thou hast the dew of thy youth.” 


Rev. anp Dear Sirs, 


I wave taken the liberty to offer for publication in the 
Methodist Magazine, a few remarks on the 3d verse of the cxth. 
Psalm. If you think them calculated to do any good, please to 
give them a place in one of your numbers. I am personally un- 
known to either of you, and shall perhaps remain so until we meet 
in our Father’s kingdom above. 

The sacred Scriptures contain a plain narration of events which 
had transpired at the time they were written; and also numerous 
prophecies, part of which have already been, and part yet remain 
to be fulfilled. In them we have also the gracious words of the 
Son of God from his own mouth; another part of them, we have 
in an epistolary form, containing predictions, exhortations and in- 
structions, addressed to the fallen sons of Adam generally ; but 
sometimes particular people, and characters, are spoken to, and 
of. ‘Therefore tq have a correct view, and right understanding of 
the divine oracles, we should be careful rightly to divide the word 
of God, and give all their portion in due season. If our founda- 
tion is not good, the edifice, however beautiful, cannot be perma- 
nent. If our premises be wrong, our conclusions must be defec- 
tive. If we apply what was evidently designed for others to our- 
selves, we are in great danger of being deceived. The impor- 
tant passage before us, I shall consider as a prediction not yet ful- 
filled; and in reasoning upon it, I shall inquire—First, Who are 
God’s people? Not the wicked—considered as individuals in con- 
tradistinetion from the individually righteous, nor can it be the 
righteous who are particularly designated; for what is here spoken 
of God’s people, will not apply to them—they are already willing. 
It is therefore evident the people to whom the royal Prophet here 
alludes, are the Jews, who are known by that distingushed appel- 
lation to all who are conversant with the word of God. 

We know, (as a people) they-have never yet been willing, but 
have pertinaciously rejected the Lord Jesus Christ, and his Gos- 
pel. St. Paul in speaking of this people, says, “ for I would not 
brethren that ye should be ignorant of this nrystery, lest ye should 
be wise in your own conceits, that blindness in part is happened 
unto Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in, and so all 
Israel shall be saved.” Rom. xi. 25. And our blessed Lord says, 
that “Jerusalem shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled” Luke xxi. 24. There are nu- 


merous prophecies in the Old-Testament relative to this impor- 
fant event, : 
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“In the day of thy power.” We will secondly inquire when js, 
er will be, the day of God’s power? We are informed that he is 
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever; consequently his power 
must be as great to-day as it ever will be. We may then reason- 
ably suppose, the day here spoken of, has reference to that impor- 
tant and awful time when God shall display his power upon the 
inhabitants of the earth, either in great mercy, or by severe judg- 
ments; it may be the time when that glorious prediction shall re- 
ceive its accomplishment, that a nation shall be born in a day; 
or it may be when the Almighty shall visit the earth in awful 
Judgment, which appears to be implied ir these words of our 
Lord—*“ But as the days of Noe were, so shall the coming of the 
Son of Man be. For as in the days that were before the flood, 
they were eating and drinking, marrying, and giving in marriage, 
until the day that Noe entered into the ark; or knew not until 
the flood came and took them all away ; so shall the coming of the 
Son of Man be.” Matt. xxiv. 37, 38, 39. 

Indeed the balance of the Psalm now under consideration, 
strongly intimates that his power will be displayed in wrath. 
Christians are now anxiously looking for some great and impor- 
iant change in the world-—for the ushering in of the Millennium; 
and when we reflect on the present dark, and degraded state of the 
Jews—the great proportion of mankind who have not yet heard, or 
received the gospel; and above all, the dark and melancholy con- 
dition of a large proportion of those who have long enjoyed the 
light of the gospel; we must believe there will be (and perhaps 
at no distant period) a greater display of God’s power, than has 

ever yet been witnessed on earth. ‘Then shall thy people, (the 
Jews) “de willing ;” then shall they receive the glad tidings 
which angels brought to them more than eighteen hundred years 
ago—then shall they be restored to life. St. Paul says, ‘* What 
shall the receiving of them be but life from the dead.” “ From 
the womb of the morning.” ‘The morning of the Millennium—the 
morning of their conversion to Christianity—the morning of their 
spiritual existence. “ Thou hast the dew of thy youth.” This 
cannot be applied to any other people, but may be said of them 
with the greatest propriety. Speaking of the Jews, the Prophet 
says, “Thus saith the Lord, I remember thee, the kindness of 
ily youth, ihe love of thine cspousals,” &c. Jer. ii. 2. The whole 
of this Psalm, taken in connection, appears unequivocally to point 
to this great and glorious event; and affords satisfactory evidence 
to all who believe that every iota of the word of God must be ful- 
filled, that the descendants of Abraham are the people here spoken 
ef, and their restoration, the day of God’s power, to which the 
Psalmist alludes.* 


* We do not vouch for the correctness of the above paraphrase, though we 
must confess there appears much plausibility in the reasoning; and ifit can be sus- 
tained it will afford,among other predictions, a consoling prospect of the future con- 
version of the Jews, by their willing subjection to the yoke of Jesus Christ —Eo. 
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THE FALLS OF ITHACA, 


The Attributes of God Displayed. 


THE FALLS OF ITHACA. 


Tue state of New-York, in the variety of its scenes, the great 
number of its lakes, and the beauty of its mountains, rivers, and 
water-falls, stands unrivalled above every other state in the Union. 
Many of its copious mineral fountains and its lofty cascades have 


attracted travellers from distant quarters of the globe—and many _. 


others as extraordinary, are still embosomed amidst the impene- 
trable forests of the western regions, unseen by man—or if newly 
exposed by the hand of cultivation, still viewed with careless in- 
difference by the passing rustic, with the sound alone of crashing 
rocks and prowling beasts, to disturb their uniform tranquility. 
Even on the well frequented route to the Grand Falls of Niagara 
and the larger Lakes, are places, in which Nature wields her scep- 
tre with unbounded beauty and sublimity : the tourist, uninformed 
of the scene, or else indifferent about a place as yet little known, 
hurries onward, contenting himself with the cursory description 
of some neighbouring inn-keeper. 

Ithaca is a place of this description. As the outlet of Cayuga 
lake has, in process of time, worn away the rocky bed over which 
its waters descend to the Oswego river, the surface of the Lake 
has lowered, and left at its head, an alluvial plain, and at its nor- 
thern extremity, the wide marshes of Cayuga and Montezuma. 
In every other part, the banks rise loftily to the height of three or 
four hundred feet, impressing the mind with the idea of a great 
cleft in the earth, half filled with water. Upon the plain where, 
twenty-five years ago, only a few huts of solitary back-woods-men 
were to be seen, now stands the populous village of Ithaca. En- 
closed on almost every side by beautiful mountains, surrounded 
by the most fertile lands, situated on one of the great western turn- 
pikes from Newburgh, and at the head of a navigable lake, which 
communicates with the Grand Canal, this flourishing village bids 
fair to become, in manufactures, population, and extensive build; 
ings, one of the fiyst ornaments of the inland, country. From the 
bottom of a deep valley or ravine, worn between the mountains, 
Nine-mile-Creek, as it is termed, runs west of the village through 
the plain, and makes a navigable channel for two miles to the 
Lake. The Cascadilla,a romantic brook, tumbles from a hollow 
chasm, and continues east of the village till it unites with Fall 
River. In the rocky substance of the highest part of the moun- 
tain, half a mile east of the Cascadilla, a dismal gulf gaps dark 
and wide, and far within the shaggy cliffs steep after steep, in six 
successive leaps, Fall River rolls its current four hundred and 
thirty-eight feet downwards to the plain. This is the tremendous 
scene, which those who have had opportunities of comparing with 
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THE FALLS OF ITHACA. 


other remarkable places, assert to be superior to all of them, ia 
the sublimest touches of nature, and to afford full as much plea- 
sure to the beholder as the frequented Falls of Niagara: an as- 
sertion which was confirmed in my opinion, when I arrived at 
Niagara a few days after, and saw that cataract with little more 
admiration than this remarkable place excited. 

My obliging entertainer, whose acquaintance with the way, en» 
abled him to skip from rock to rock without any risk, and whom } 
with difficulty followed, led me first to a mill-dam, below the 
lowermost leap of the river: here the sides of the mountain rise 
abruptly,on the left, partly concealing with trees and bushes the 
horizontal layers of slate rock which form the basis. ‘The river 
falls directly before us, over an even ledge, 116 feet in one broad 
unbroken sheet, and after foaming at the bottom and sending up 
volumes of spray, expands into a smooth limpid pond. The 
gloomy sides of the chasm are seen at a distance above. Affixed 
against the over-hanging rock on our right, which rears its ragged 
brow more than two hundred feet perpendicular; the raceway or 
water-course of the mills, winds around at an immense elevation, 
till it is hidden from view behind a projecting craig. Scanty 
bushes cover the face of the precipice, and the mills arranged one 
beneath another, stand on the descending slope of the mountain. 

An old man of an enterprising character, having circumspectly 
examined the suitableness of Fall River for mill seats, purchased 
the right and immediately commenced his operations by taking a 
rope, which he fastened to the stump of a tree above the precipice, 
and lowering himself down about seventy feet from the top; 
where, swinging in the air, he made with the greatest labour and 
perseverance, and with little assistance, the raceway which con- 
veyed the water from a dam of his construction, back of the low- 
er falls, around the rocks, to the wheels of five different mills. It 
is humourously related, that every little while, he would quickly 
pull himself up, and carefully look around, lest any body passing 
that way, might thoughtessly cut the rope by which he was sus- 
pended. ‘The water to the mills has since been turned from the 
old race, into a canal cut into the mountain, seven feet wide, open 
above, and fifty®or sixty feet below the surface. There was an 
obnoxious swamp on the plain, between Which and this place, as 
forming the first risings of the mountain, were high gravelly hills. 
A small stream of water was conducted from the canal to the hills, 
which in the course of two weeks had such large portions swept 
away, that the unwholesome swamp was soon after transformed 
into healthy fields of corn. 

Unless ropes are used it is impossible to enter to the second 
falls of Fall River, by any other means than the canal and race- 
way. Even this method is so dangerous that very few attempt it. 

We made a circuit around the mills, ascended part way up the 
Aill, and poising ourselves upgn a loose ili-supported line of 
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beards, penetrated the artificial cleft, when turning suddenly, we 
emerged directly over the pond, a few yards in front of the first 
falls. Scarcely able to balance ourselvés upon this giddy height, 
we look down with terror, whilst the foaming falls of the stream 
sound in our ears, and the rugged cliffs hang threatening over our 
heads. Continuing along the raceway, here clambering under 
the recks, and kere hanging by the roots of trees, we drop our- 
selves at last at the water’s edge, where it is necessary to take off 
shoes and stockings and wade with the greatest care along the 
slippery brink ef the stream, where a wrong step might immerge 
2 solitary adventurer in a watery grave. 

There is a piece of ground in the gulf which tke river does not 
cover. Square fragments are scattered over it in heaps, as if some 
antique edifice had lately fallen to the dust, and Nature, pleased 
with its demolition, had strewed among the stones, her sweetest 
flowering shrubs to conceal it wholly from the world. From this 
place is obtained the noblest view of the dreadful objects by which 
the spectator is enveloped. Like the mouldering walls and pilas- 
ters of some lofty palace of ancient Greece, upon the projecting 
cornishes of which, the face of magnificence still smiles through 
crumbling stones and adventitious weeds; so the vast craigs of 
the chasm mount stupendous on the right and on the left; their 
nodding heads stoop to view their broken foundations: their bush- 
crowned summits lift en high’ the half-rooted hemlocks; with pile 
upon pile, which the industrious hand ef man seems to have heap- 
ed, stretches from end to end of the long vista of rocky colonades. 
The second falls strike the sight, tumbling in a snow-white sheet 
down a perpendicular of fifty-two feet, and sending in the air, 
clouds of foam and vapour. A hollow roar resounds from each 
grot and gloomy crevice; the lengthened noise runs through the 
ranges of the gulf and echos among the natural cloisters.—Te 
look back from the falls, to see the high: piles of Nature’s mason- 
ry, rising more than two hundred and fifty feet, the extended ranges 
of pillars, the distant hills of the country and the clouds and end- 
less firmament beyond the gap, we feel conscious of our insignifi- 
cance, and shrink with awe and astonishment from a sight of so 
much grandeur and magnificence. 





Nature, throwing wide 
Her veil opagte, discloses, with a smile, 
The auther of her beauties —Cowrer. 


In order to gain the third fall, we must ascend a high rock which 
projects on one side of the second, and climb the remainder, di- 
rectly up the ledge, with considerable hazard and with a certainty 
of getting completely wet. There is nothing very peculiar about 
these falls. The descent is thirty-one feet. The columnar cliffs 
also rise on each side of the intermediate space between this cat- 


aract and the last. We are obliged, in order to obtain a sight of 
Vou. V. 39 
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the fourth, or staircase falls, to climb up, in like manner, the 
shoalest part of the third leap, which, however, is not very per- 
pendicular. ‘The height of the staircase falls is about fifty feet. 
The water is very deep in the intervening space; aud as we wade 
along the edge, we may see at the bottom of the transparent fluid, 
great cakes of stone cracked in all directions, like a pavement of 
irregular slabs of marble. By ascending a raingully on the left, 
with very great difficulty we reach the top of the bank, and by 
descending another steep and dangerous gully, we come in front. 
of the fifth and highest of the upper falls. It pitches seventy feet 
in a most beautiful cascade. The scenery around is elegant, and 
without the terrifying aspect of hideous fragments ready to fall and 
crush us to death. The sixth and uppermost falls, like the fifth, 
is attainable by a gully down the bank. It is a pleasant cataract 
of twenty-eight feet. 

Thus, in the space of less than half a mile, this river precipi- 
tates itself nearly 440 feet in six beautiful falls, the smallest of 
which alone, ina different part of the country, would be looked 
upon as a great curiosity. Between each of the falls are rapids of 
considerable descent. It is remarkable what striking resem- 
blances to fabrics of human invention, are cast over many parts 
of this place. This adds to its attractions; as the mind enjoys 
peculiar delight in tracing resemblances in the works of art to 
those of nature ; so, in this case it increases our admiration, upon 
finding among these tremendous objects of nature, some feature 
which reminds us of the operations of our fellow-creatures. The 
chief reason why Fall-River has not been much noticed is the dif- 
ficulty of mounting to the falls. ‘The difficulty however will be 
shortly obviated; since the committee, to whom is entrusted the 
building of the large academies and the college, now founding 
upon an elevated site, between the village and the river, intend, 
for the benefit of the students, to make convenient paths with suit- 
able means of attaining the several falls——Pedestrian Tour. 


The Grace of God Manifested. 


-———— 


MEMOIR OF MRS. TAMZEY CAUSEY. 


Communicated for the Methodist Magazine, by Solomon Higgins. 


Mrs. T. Causey, the subject of this memoir, was born Jan- 
uary the 24th, 1761, in Caroline county, state of Maryland. Her 
parents were members of the Protestant Episcopal Church; but 
44 most in those days, were unacquainted with experimental re- 
igion. 3 
In 1775 the Methodist preachers first visited those parts. The 
attention of the people was waked up, to hear those servants of 
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the Most High God, who were every where spoken against. Our 
departed mother, among the rest, was led to hear, when God in 
his providence and grace was pleased to open her eyes to behold 
the exceeding sinfulness of sin, and his wrath revealed against all 
unrighteousness of man. : 

She had lived strictly moral, and thought, verily, her state was 
safe; but now the commandment came home in its spirituality, 
sin revived and she died. The fallow ground of her heart was 
now broken up, and she saw without an application of the blood 
of Christ, her case was hopeless and wretched beyond descrip- 
tion. While thus verging to a state of despondency, her atten- 
tion was directed to Him who receiveth sinners. The encour- 
aging invitation, ‘Come unto me, all ye that are weary and hea- 
vy laden, and I will give you rest,” inspired her with hope. She 
viewed Him in the garden, on the cross, and at the right hand of 
the Majesty on High, engaged for sinners: She claimed Him as 
her Saviour; believed on Him with a heart unto righteousness 5 
and being justified freely, from all her sins, she had peace with 
God and joy in the Holy Ghost. The truth of the Apostle’s de- 
claration she now realized, “ ‘There is, therefore, now no condem- 
nation to them who are in Christ Jesus.” 

At this time there was no regular preaching in the neighbour- 
hood; nor any societies formed by the Methodists, and our moth- 
er knew not, that she would ever again be privileged with hear- 


ing those godly ambassadors of Heaven, who had been instrumen- 


tal in opening her eyes, and directing her to Jesus, the sinner’s 
friend. ‘This was a painful reflection; she resolved, however, to 
devote herself to that God who had so gloriously manifested him- 
self unto her; and that she might do good, and receive good, as- 
sociated herself with two or three young ladies, whose hearts God 
had touched, for the purpose of singing his praises, praying for, 
and exhorting each other to stedfastness. 

Her father soon observed the change in his daughter, and hav- 
ing heard, and unfortunately credited, the evil reports, raised by 
a bigoted and corrupt clergy, and circulated by a credulous and 
deluded people, he had imbibed strong prejudices against the 
Methodists. He, therefore, set himself to oppose her; finding 
persuasion unavailing, he proceeded to threats, resolved, as mild 
measures would not answer, to use violent. He threatened to 
disinherit her, (a threat he did not execute) leaving her the 
Methodists for a portion. Various were the means he used, to di- 
vert her attention from religion; but to no effect, none of these 
things moved her. Emancipated from the dominion of sin, pos- 
sessing an evidence of her acceptance with God, and expecting 
an inheritance with the people of God in heaven, she was willing 
to take their portion in this world, “tribulation.” The alluring 
vanities of this world, had now ceased to captivate, she had tried 
its pleasures and found them illusory. Her worldly prospects 
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were gloomy ; they, however, would soon have changed, had she 
forsaken Christ; but no! she chose rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea- 
son. She had to pass through deep waters; but in the midst of 
trouble, the word of God proved a stay and support. Her soul 
was much comforted in perusing and meditating on the 27th 
Psalm; the two last verses of which she selected about this time, 
it is supposed, and marked in the margin, requesting they might 
be the motto to her funeral discourse. ) 

The Methodist preachers frequently visited the neighbourhood 
after this; they raised several societies, and the work of God 
abundantly prospered ; but our mother was not permitted to join 
them or hear them preach, except occasionally, during her stay 
with her parents. 

In 1780 she was married; but to one opposed to the Metho- 
dists; however, she now became a member, and though much 
opposed, remained stedfast in the faith. She fully attested the 
truth of God’s word, “My grace is sufficient for thee.” 

In 1796 she lost her husband; and in 1797 was married to 
Mr. P. T. Causey, a respectable member of the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church. Freed from those trials and hindrances which 
had so thiekly strewed her path from the beginning, she pressed 
forward with redoubled vigour. Those graces which had been 
partially hid under a bushel, unseen or uncomprehended by sur- 
rounding darkness, were now more than usually brought forth, 
and exhibited in her walk to all with whom she had intercourse. 

aving encountered various trials, and being inured to hardships, 
she knew how to sympathise with the distressed, to counsel and 
comfort the afflicted. She knew well the evil of neglecting the 
Apostle’s direction, “ Be ye not unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers,” and was ever ready on all convenient opportuni- 
ties, to enforce the weighty injunction,—guarding the youth 
against this destructiveevil. __, 

In conjunction with her benevolent husband, their house be- 
came an asylum for the prophets of the Lord; many of whom 
have been sheltered beneath their hospitable roof, and from our 
departed mother, received those kind attentions, without which 
they must have wandered forlorn. ‘These blessed her while liv- 
ing and when dying. 

In 1816 Mr. P. T. Causey removed to Milford, where the 
sphere of her usefulness was much enlarged, her privileges and 
opportunities were greater, of which she was not insensible, al- 
ways improving them to the best advantage. ‘She departed not 
from the Temple.” To tread the courts of the Most High, was 
her delight. ‘To meditate on his word, her food. To converse 
on His kind dealings, her daily theme. 

Possessing a considerable portion of this world’s goods, she 
wiewed it as her duty to use it in feeding the hungry, and clothing 
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the naked. In the discharge of this duty she was ever faithful. 
Hence in the neighbourhood where she was raised, the poor rev- 
erenced and blessed her. Having removed to Milford, she con- 
tinued her charitable exertions; and as there were more of this 
class who now came under her notice than formerly, so far from 
abating or diminishing her exertions, they were but. increased in 
proportion to the demand upon them. She did not wait for them 
as suppliants, to importune for the crumbs which fell from her 
table; but as one deeply impressed with correct views of the rela- 
tion in which she stood to her Maker as a steward, she searched 
out the humble habitations of the indigent; made inquiries into 
their wants; and as a ministering angel administered such cor- 
dials, whether temporal or spiritual, as the case required. In this 
labour of love, few, if any, excelled her. ‘Thus she made to her- 
self friends of the mammon of unrighteousness, that when she 
failed, they might receive her into their habitations. Long will 
she be remembered by the poor of this village: her works still 
praise her in the gates. 

Holiness was her favourite theme; for this she prayed, watch- 
ed,.and laboured; and it was evident, to all who observed her, that 
her life was hid with Christ in God. She acted as one verging 
towards eternity, as an expectant of Glory. Yet she often com- 
plained that her attainments were small, and would frequently 
cry eut, “My leanness,” &c. At such times she would sing with 
much spirituality the following appropriate hymn : 

“ Away my unbelieving fears, 
Fear shall in me no more have place,” &c. 


On the 22d of August, 1821, she was attacked with the ague 
and fever; brought on, it is supposed, by a hurt received from 
a fall. But, as this disease seldom proves mortal, little or no 
alarm was excited for her safety. ‘Though at times apparently 
convalescent, it however continued gradually to wear her away, 
till it was evident that the time of her departure was nigh at hand. 
In this afflicted state she continued, waiting for her dismission til! 
the 19th of December; when she breathed out her soul into the 
hands of her gracious God, in full assurance of eternal life. 

During her protracted illness, she was at times seriously buf- 
feted by the enemy: clouds seemed to intervene, and oecasional 
depression, caused her to cry out, “ Lord, save ;” but never did 
she cast away her confidence: her hope remained both sure and 
stedfast. Patience, meekness, and submission, were remarkably 
exemplified throughout the whole of her sickness: She was rea- 
dy to exhort, advise, and reprove, all who visited her. 

The writér of these lines has more than once beheld her, when 
her soul appeared to be so filled with the divine afflatus, that, like 
Moses, her face shone: and so fervently would she look upward, 
that it seemed as if she had penetrated the veil, and the glories af 
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the eternal world were full in view. With much composure, she 
gave directions to her friends relative to her interment; particular. 
ly requesting, that when carried to the grave, her coffin might be 
opened, and her friends permitted to take their last view of her 
body ; at the same time she bid them not to weep, but praise 
God that one soul more had made a happy escape. 3 


‘** Heaven waits not the last moment; owns her friends 
On this side death ; and points them out to men.” 


Yes, on this side Jordan, she was abundantly favoured with the 
divine manifestations, and was enabled to adopt the language of 
St. Paul, and say, “I have fought the good fight: I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith,” &c. Thus she continued for 
several weeks previously to her departure, her sky unclouded, 
and her confidence unshaken. | 

The day after her decease, the Rev. Henry Boehm, delivered 
a funeral discourse to an attentive congregation, from the 27th 
Psalm, 13th and 14th verses. 

The coffin was then opened, and the scene was truly affecting. 
It reminded the writer of the scene mentioned by Ezra, chap. iii. 
12, 13, when the foundation of the temple was laid after the’ re- 
turn from Babylon. Such, in some degree, was the case when 
the friends of this godly woman took their last leave of her. 

Tears of mourning and rejoicing were mingled while they re- 
membered her fervent piety, her active benevolence, and her en- 
tire devotedness to the service of her God and Saviour. 


————— KO 


Miscellaneous. 


POWER OF THE WORD OF GOD; OR, THE SPIRITUAL LIFE-BUOY. 


A youth about 17 or 18 years of age waited upon one of the 
Secretaries of the Bethel Companies, to purchase a tract. He 
was asked, ‘‘ Have you attended any of the Bethel prayer meet- 
ings on board shipr” “ Yes,” said he, “ the last evening only. 
‘Yesterday I landed from my voyage; and this afternoon I am 
bound to Scotland to see my friends. Although the visit to the 
Bethel meeting was accidental, it has been the means of great con- 
solation to my mind.” “IJ am glad you found it so ;” observed 
the Secretary, “were you happy?” “I will relate, Sir,” said he, 
“what took place during my late voyage. 1 sailed from Londoa 
ina Scotch vessel for the’ West Indies, second mate, the most 
abandoned wretch that ever sailed on salt water, particularly for 
profane swearing. Our Captain, though a good searnan and kind 
to his ship’s company, cared not either for his own soul or for the 
souls of his ship’s crew. We had been at sea about sixteen days; 
it came on night; it was my watch on deck; the night was dark 
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and lowering, and but little wind atthe time; we had most of 
our lower sails set; I was walking fore and aft on the leeward 
side of the ship, when a sudden puff of wind caused the vessel to 
give a heavy lurch; not prepared to meet it, I was capsized, and 
came head on against one of the stauncheons : feeling much hurt, 
J gave vent to my anger by a dreadful tremendous oath, cursing 
the wind, the ship, the sea, and (awful to mention) the Being 
who made them. Scarce had ‘this horrid oath escaped me when 
it appeared to roll back upon my mind with so frightful an image, 
that [ ran aft, and for a moment or two thought I’saw the sea part- 
ing, and the vessel going down. I took the helm from the man 
who was at it, and put the ship’s head close to the wind. All that 
night my awful.oath was passing before my eyes like a spectre, 
and its consequences, my certain damanation. For several days 
I was miserable; ashamed to say the cause, I asked one of the 
men if he had any book to lend me to read: he offered me a 
French novel by Rousseau. J asked him if he had a Testament 
or Bible. He answered by asking, if 1 were going to die; for his 
part, he said, he never troubled his head about Bible or Prayer- 
book ;_ he left all these matters to the priest, to whom he left part 
of his pay to pray for him; if I had done so, I should not be 
squeamish. ‘The Captain, I knew, had a Bible, but I was unwil- 
ling to ask the lend of it.. Several days thus passed in the great- 
est torment, this dreadful oath always before me, and the devil con- 
tinually harrassing me with the dreadful thought, ‘I shall be 
damned, I shall be damned.’ I could not pray, indeed I thought it 
of no use. On the fifth day, I was turning over some things in 
my chest, when I found some trifles [had purchased for sea stock 
wrapped in paper—this piece of paper, (putting his hand at the 
same time into his jacket pocket, and from a small red case pull- 
ing out the paper which was a leaf of the Bible, containing nearly 
the whole of the .first chapter of Isaiah,) Oh! how my heart 
throbbed, when I found it a part of the Bible!’ At the moment 
the big tear fell from his eye: he pressed the leaf to his bosom, 
and cast his glistening eyes to heaven. “ But, Sir,” continued 
he, “conceive what I felt at these words, ‘Though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.’” Here he paused to wipe the 
tearsaway. Indeed, writes the Secretary, my eyes needed wiping 
too. “QO sir,” he continued, “like a drowning man, I clung to 
this life-buoy ; on this I laid my soul, while the billows were go- 
ing over me. I then prayed, and the Lord was graciously pleased 
to remove, in some measure, the great guilt from my conscience, 
though I continued mournful and bowed down until, last evening 
on board the May-flower, I stowed away with the Bethel Com- 
pany. There the Lord spoke my pardon and peace. I am now 
like poor Legion going home to my friends and neighbours to tell 
them what great things the Lord has done for me. Farewell, sir.” 
“Farewell, my lad, the Lord go with you."==Christian Watchman. 
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312 ADDRESS, &e. 


ADDRESS OF THE REV. J. SUMMERFIELD, TO THE MANAGERS oy 
THE YOUNG MEN’S MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


My very DEAR BRETHREN, 


Permit me to intrude myself upon your notice for a few 
moments, on a subject of all others most interesting to me—the 
prosperity of the cause of Missions.. I presume not to dictate to 
you any thing ; yourselves were employed in this labour of love 
before me; but yet, as you have been pleased to honour me by 
associating me with you as your President, may [, from this con- 
sideration, be emboldened to “stir up your pure minds by way of 
remembrance.” 

You have been appointed by your brethren as the Board of 
Managers of the Young Men’s Missionary Society, Auxiliary to 
the Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. It 
is an honourable appointment, and should ever be so esteemed by 
you: but, at the same time, it is one of great responsibility. They 
have appointed you stewards in an important branch of the work 
of the Lord. Nay, my brethren, was the appointment only from 
them?’ Permit me also to add, in the words of an Apostle, who 
was but in another part of the same vineyard, “Jesus Christ, the 
Head of the Church, has counted you faithful, putting you into 
this ministry,” in the administration of that Providence which is 
ever over the affairs of his church and people.—Are you conscious 
of your honour? or are you afraid to know it, lest you should be 
puffed up thereby ? If you are not conscious of it, you will not 
enter into the duties it demands with all your heart and soul. 
But if you are, you will tremble at the responsibility, while you 
feel the dignity of your station, remembering that “ it is required 
in stewards that a man be found faithful,” and that “to whom 
much is committed, from him much will be required.” 

My dear brethren, in every department of the church of Christ, 
as well as that of the public ministry, we have need to say, ‘‘ Who 
is sufficient for these things?” The only answer ever given there- 
to by aservant of God is that of the Apostle, ‘ Our sufficiency Is 
of God.” Unless therefore we sensibly feel our own inability, 
when unassisted, to do any thing which is acceptable to him, or 
truly profitable to his church, we shall never realize “ the power 
of Christ resting on us.” 

Permit me to remind you, “brethren beloved,” what you ought 
never to forget, that while you do what in you lies to save the 
souls of others, each of you has 

** A never dying soul to save, 
And fit it for the sky.” 
And if you neglect this, no exertions for others will be of any 
avail to you; itis a deadly sentiment, that while we are doing 
what we can for others, God will make due allowance for the 
neglect of our own souls—while you labour for others, “ yout- 
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selves may become castaways,” and then “what would it profit 
a man if he gain,” or even save “the whole world, and lose his 
own soul?” Many will be found in the great day, willing to com- 
mute their inattention to their own salvation forthe care they have 
manifested for the salvation of others: ‘ Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in thy name, and in thy name cast out devils, and 
in thy name done many wonderful works?” yet they will be cast 
into outer darkness! Let me therefore especially entreat you, to 
preserve continually a lively sense of your individual acceptance 
with God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

But, why dwell I on this? It is not for its own sake alone, but 
to prepare for another observation ; which is, you will not perse- 
vere in the work in which you have engaged without much per- 
sonal religion;—or if you should continue your office, it will be 
unprofitable to the church of God. You will relax your exertions 
till all your zeal evaporates, and you become perfectly — 
or, what is worse, stagnant and deadly, communicating infection 
to all around. Your office, as Managers of this Society, does not 
consist solely in presenting yourselves at the Anniversary, and all 
the public meetings connected with it. This is a small part, in- 
deed, of what is expected from you. Your duty is not so much 
general as it is particular: it is rather in minutia than in bulk. 
At an Anniversary, food may be found even for a carnal mind; 
but it requires more than ever grew in nature’s soil to be “always 
abounding in the work of the Lord;” to be urging on your course, 
active, yet silent, unostentatious of display, like the sun in the fir- 
mament, shining, and ever leaving the effect of his beams, yet 
without noise. Let me remind you, that patient continuance in 
well doing is the only way to succeed with our Auxiliary. ' Our 
terms of subscription are small; and the number of our subscri- 
bers must be greatly increased to render us at all worthy of the 
title of “ Auxiliary.” Therefore, instead of grasping at a globe, 
which is but propelled the farther by the very attempt to seize it, 
let us stoop to little things. Let us collect handfuls together be- 
fore we attempt to gather them, ever having our eye upon Him, 
who has promised to reward, not according to the magnitude of 
the result, but according to the labour we have employed. Re- 
member, Methodism was once a little thing; it rose by little 
and little; and if we rise as an Auxiliary, it will be by atten- 
tion to little things. Wherever you go, therefore, remember 
the Society to which you belong, ‘and seek to increase its subscri- 
bers from every circle in which you may be found. 

I have another.observation to make, and that respects your at- 
tendance upon the stated meetings of the Board. “Union is 
strength.” Let us see your faces, and hear the reports of your 
success in the interim of our meetings, that our hearts may be 
comforted together, and our hands strengthened. I trust you 
- ie find me ready to co-operate with you in any thing 

OL. V. 


ST Ro Ee ee rang Ca Name ne 





ee ee : 


So ye 
sn oi 


sees Sa ict agrees ks — 3 ae ate a - i 4 ppeerentiemesce wise souensetie OR > aeaiialie r > 
ene - i EO Reon Se Cpe Ridigg > pli et he enn a toe . - ° 
ciiesicea> Sagi unr enlaces eae rset - ost : - : coal enlace — - 
‘ oF Qa iS ge ; esa 7 pas Bree eon Tere 7 
aia 2 el . oe f 2 oy 7 
ne \ > ; tg cilia 2 2 
2 * y Ps a 


OE PT SU I A on ie te Oe NAN 











a - 
a ee 


















Sit og Se ee eee 








314 RISE AND PROGRESS OF METHODISM IN THE 


which will tend to our prosperity ; and permit me to say, I have 
unbounded confidence in every one of you. The time ts draw- 
ing near when the reapers, the angels, shall gather the elect of 
the. Lord from one end of heaven to the other: God grant that 
you may all be found, like shocks of corn, ready for the sickle! 
Farewell, my dear brethren, . 
Your affectionate servant in the cause of Christ, 
New-York, May 1, 1822. JoHn SUMMERFIELD. 


—er KO 


Religious and Missionary Intelligence. 





For the Methodist Magazine. 


Short Sketches of Revivals of Religion among the Methodists in 
the Western Country. 


RISE AND PROGRESS OF METHODISM IN THE NORTH WESTERNS 
TERRITOY, (NOW STATE OF OHIO.) 


No. 9. 
(Continued from page 270.) 


* Suortry after this, the Rev. Wm. M‘Kendree came to preside over us, and 
at a quarterly meeting held by him in eur neighbourhood, at Brother Gatch’s, 
there were felt and seen the displays of mercy and grace ; while our Rev. Brother 
was holding forth the word of life, sinners were cut to the heart in a wonderful 
manner: One young woman in particular, shrieked aloud as though a sword 
had been run through her; her brother in a rage ran to her relief and took her out 
6f the crowd,- the Lord arrested him, and he began to cry for mercy.” [At 
another meeting not far distant from this place, at a Meeting-House, called Hope- 
well, in Mr. James Sarjent’s settlement, about the same time, whilst Mr. M‘Ken- 
dree was preaching, I was informed by those who were present, that such was the 
wonderful display of the power of the Most High, that it came like a mighty 
rushing wind: some thought that the house was about to fall, others that the 
gallery was about to give way, others again that a storm was rising; whilst others, 
who felt the more immediate presence of the Lord, were prostrated on the fioor.] 

Some time after this Bishop Asbury, Bishop Whatcoat, and the Rev. J 
C all came to the West, and preached in our neighbourhood. 1 accom- 
panied them to Cincinnati (about 10 or 15 miles distant) Bishop Whatcoat preach- 
ed, and so did Mr. C There were but few people in that place that loved 
to hear the charming sound of the gospel by the Methodists, being but few of that 
persuasion in the place at this period. There was evidently something apostolic 
in Mr. Asbury. From my first hearing of him in Virginia, [ was always charmed 
with him, and beard him as often as possible. 

“ While writing this sketch, one of the preachers informs me that an old member 
of forty years standing has left us, and a local preacher likewise—their cry is, 
“tyranny! tyranny!” Another because he was not ordained, his moral character 
not being fair—a third, whose talents were not sufficient to preach the gospel: 
and this is the way they go, ful! of prejudice as they can hold, and | am awfully 
alarmed on their account, and the dreadfa! consequence, | fear, will be, they will 
lose their souls. I have long been convinced that the church can do better with- 
out me and thousands such as! am, than T ean do without the church. They talk 
(those disaffected) about oppression and mal-administration, but I do not feel it 
aiiy more now than ! did thirty years ago, and I very much question, whether we 
should hear the cry, that we now hear, if we would all keep the simple spirit ot 
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the gospel, or as we receive Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him. As we all 
have a small opinion of ourselves and our performances, or ought to have, so I 
think we ought to continue and keep in mind the word of life. What have we 
that we did not receive ? 

“ When I reflect and call to mind the many able ministers of Christ we have 
among us, many of whom are not behind the first preachers of other denomina- 
tions, and how they have passed through the most difficult scenes, the wicked op- 
posed to them—al other professions opposed to them—all trying to retard their 
progress ; I am constrained to say, the good Lord has been with us in a most 
marvellous manner. I still remember what the enemies of the cross of Christ used 
to say when I first set out in religion—* A little time and you will not find a Meth- 
odist in the country.” ‘ They used to make a great ado where we lived in such 
a place not long ago, and they are all gone, &c.” Such was their cry: the same 
kind of prophecying is afloat even here to the present time: bit I rather believe 
it originates in their own corrupt hearts, because they wish to have tt so; and I have 
abundant reason to thank the Lordfor the good news Bishop George has brought 
me, that Methodism stands on better grounds of late in the part where J] came 
from, than it did twenty or thirty years ago: I see the work reviving and hear of 
it in many parts of the continent every year, and I find that a few years ago, where 
there were no people, there are now many large classes, and the gracious work is 
still progressing. 1am fully of opinion, that it we keep united as we ought to be, 
and as we inay be, that the Lord would continue with us, and that the little stone 
hewn out of the mountain without hands, would soon fill the world. 

‘There is certainly something uncommon attending the preaching of the gospel 
among the Methodists ; power divine lays hold on the sinner whether he will or no: 
but alas! too many conclude that they will think no more about it for the present, 
and when they have more time they will study more about it. Deism | believe 
is fast falling, but it is probable that it will do more harm in its second appearance 
under the mask of New-lightism, Universalism, Palagianism, &c. and J believe 
that nothing will so effectually put a stop to those helerodox sentiments, as preach- 
ing the gospel with life and power, and above all for the preachers and peuple to 
live what they profess. I have often thonght of a conversation that a Presbyterian 
by the name of I. Riley and nyself once had many years ago, respecting one of 
our neighbours, who denied the Scriptures being of divine authority: he observ- 
ed, respecting the person, let bim only go into a lively class-meeting, and if he 
does not relinquish his sentiments am very much mistaken ; for, said he, the first 
time that I ever was in « class-meeting, | was so bigoted that I did not like to de- 


viate from the tradition of my father, so I thought I would stand in time of: pray- © 


er; but 1 was obliged to kneel, or surely I should have fallen to the floor! So, as 
Simpson recommends Wesley’s Philosophy as an antidote for free-thinkers, does 
Mr. Riley recommend class-meeting as an effectual remedy for the same evil!” 
[I have heard of an instance of its having been tried with complete success ; our 
worthy friend and brother, John Collins, whose labours and usefulness in the 
cause of God is well known in Ohio, from his peculiar cast of mind, possessed 
the happy art of turning almost every occurrence to the best advantage. A Deist, 
and as it often happens of the same profession, a gentleman of the bar, of con- 
siderable standing, having been touched to the heart under his ministry, with some 
others, attended his class-meeting whilst he was on his circuit. Mr. C. at first felt 
himself a little embarrassed. He, however, opened the meeting as wsual with 
prayer,-and then commenced by reverting to the usual customs and salutations 
among all civilized people on ‘meeting a friend, of inquiring after his welfare. 
The soul being immortal, and a spiritual life being, of all subjects, the most impor- 
tant under the sun, those friends or fellow-travellers to a world of spirits thought 
it above all things the most important, to make proper inquiry after each other's 
spiritual health and prosperity! These meetings were designed to effect this pur- 
pose, &c. He proceeded to meet the class. Mr. J. M‘ (now one of the 
Judges of the Supreme Court of ‘the state, and an ornament to the Church,) 
was charmed with the Institution. The preacher discovering from the tears, that 
he had at least gained his consent as to the position he had taken, examined him in 
turn. Mr. M‘. soon after embraced the religion of Jesus. The writer recollects 
seeing his first thesis on the subject of religion, in an exposition of the text, 
“What think ye of Christ ?’”’] 

“TI am now grown old, and what can I say respecting Methodism? only, as 
one said on another occasion, I find no fault of their doctrines,—discipline,—or 
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any thing else relating to their system of government: But I believe their plan, 
is of divine origin, and millions with me, will have cause to adore and thank the 
Lord through eternity for it, and for the whole of Methodism. I find from experience 
that missionaries of other denominations move on, until they can get a good sal- 
ary or an easy living, and there is an end to their missionary career. But not 
so with our travelling preachers; they not only travel in good and agreeable 
weather and fine roads, but quite the reverse—no dangers—no trials—no suffer. 
ings do they shun. I do not believe there ever was such a set cf men since the 
apostolic day, for zeal, fortitude and usefulness in bringing sinners to the knowl- 
edge of themselves and of Christ. My journey through life will soon be brought 
to a close. I have no other plea to make “ but that Jesus Christ came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.” Francis M‘Cormick. 
Hamilton County, Ohio, April 17, 1821. 


Brother James Quinn, on handing the above to the writer, remarks, “that I was 
profited by reading this plain and artless narrative, &c. I was much pleased with 
the-honest humility manifested in his declining the office of preacher and taking 
that of exhorter; two or three others have taken the same course of late. If it 
be possible for a good man to be mistaken in his col/, ought this not to be a cau- 
tion both to them and the Church, that such should not be authorized to teach 
others in the exercise of gifts which they do not possess? It will be found on 
observation, perhaps, that few men, after having been authorized, however def- 
cient in preaching abilities, possess candour and humility enough to follow the 
example set by this good old man and worthy brother, however much it might 
be to their own credit.” 


THEOPHILUS ARMINIUS. 
Mount-Carmel, Illinois, March 27, 1822. 


— 
THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church. 


Tue third anniversary of this Society, was held in John-street Church, June 
3,1822. At the time appointed, the house was crowded to overflowing, among 
whom were the members of the New-York Annual Conference, consisting of 
about one hundred preachers of the Gospel. 

At 7 o'clock, the meeting was opened by the President of the Society, the Rev. 
William M‘Kendree, by singing and prayer. The Report was then read by the 
Rey. Nathan Bangs; after which, an anthem was sung by the choir, and the Meet- 
ing addressed by the Rev. Enoch George. 

On motion of the Rev. Samuel Merwin, seconded by the Rev. Robert R. Ro- 
berts, both of whom supported the motion by appropriate addresses, it was Re- 
solved, That the Report be printed under the direction of the Board of Managers. 

On motion of Washington Cockle, (a lad of about 12 years of age, who pre- 
sented the President with a donation of $410, the proceeds of collections taken up, 
in the course of the year past, at the monthly sermons preached to the children 
in the several Methodist Churches in the city of New-York, for the benefit of the 
Missionary Society, who also addressed the Meeting in a very moving manner,) 
seconded by the Rev. John Summerfield, who spoke in his usual style, it-was Re- 
solved, That the cordial thanks of this meeting be given to the Auxilary and 
Branch Societies, for their activity and influence to increase the funds of this In- 
stitution. 

A collection, amounting to $151 12 1-2 cents, was taken up; and the exer- 
cises were closed by singing and prayer, by the Rev. Daniel Ostrander. 


Extract from the Report. 


The establishment of this Society forms a new era in the history of Methodism. 
Through its influence, the latent energies of many an individual are called into 
action, and directed to the accomplishment of the grand designs of redemption, 
namely, the universal diffusion of gospel truth and holiness. 

In perfect accordance with the primary intention of this Society, the Superin- 
fendants of our Church have availed themselves of the pecuniary aid thus afford- 
ed them, to send the light of evangelical truth among the scattered population of 








METHODIST MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 317 


the exterior parts of our country, as well as among the aborigines of our wilder- 
ness. And the information which is here presented, will evince that success has 
attended the efforts of our Missionaries. Never, indeed, since the first settlement 
‘of our country, has a more effectual door been opened to the natives of our soil, 
than at the present period; and it is matter of no small exultation, that the exer- 
tions of the Christian community are becoming proportionate to the demands of 
the destitute ; and that the Supreme Head of the Church is raising up and qualify- 
ing men to enter the fields of missionary labour, with that spirit and intrepidity 
which promise a complete triumph to Christianity. 

At the session of the last Genesee Conference, two missionaries, Rev. Fitch 
Reed, and Keneth M. K. Smith, were appointed to the new settiements in Upper 
Canada. In mentioning this Province, we can but recollect with gratitude to 
God, the progress which the Gespel has made in that region, where, previous to 
the visits of the Methodist preachers, the peopie were generally destitute of Gos- 
pel ordinances ; but where, through the persevering and indefatigable labours of 
these heralds of salvation, thousands have been drawn to the standard of Imman- 
uel; many of whom are now lending their aid, both by their prayers and money, 
to extend the borders of His kingdom. And now, through the medium of the Mis- 
sionary Society, the poorest and most destitute neighbourhoods are likely to be 
favoured with the transforming power of the Gespel of the Son of God. By this 
means the bounds of His kingdom will be limited only by the extent of the settle- 
ments; and dwelling houses and meeting houses shall rise up together. 

This anticipation is by no means imaginary, as the information received from 
this mission, furnishes indubitable evidence of its success. See a Letter from the 
Rev. Fitch Reed, in the Methodist Magazine, vol. 5. p. 193. 

After following the flight of our missionaries through the wilds of Canada and 
witnessing the triumphs of truth in the hearts of its inhabitants, we will turn our 
attention to some of the Indian Tribes who dwell in the skirts of our own States 
and Territories. In surveying this field of Missionary Jabour, we shall have abun- 
dant cause of thankfulness for the blessed result of the recent exertions among our 
brethren of the forest. ; 

At the last Ohio Conference, the Rev. James B. Finley was appointed Mission- 
ary to the Wyandot Indians, with instructions, if possible, to establish schools for 
the instruction of Indian youth, as well as to convey to them the knowledge of 
the truth as it is in Jesus; and the communications from him, already published in 
the Magazine numbers, for January and May, of Vol. 5. p. p. 29, 188, will 
shew tliat success has attended his exertions. 

From the report of the Rev. William Capers, made to the South-Carolina Con- 
ference, are extracted the following articles of agreement, between William Ca- 
pers, on behalf of the Bishops and the South-Carolina Conference of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, of the one part, and the Chiefs of the Creek Nation, in 
council, of the other part, to wit: , 

“Arr. 1. It is agreed, That the said William Capers, of the first “part, shall 
institute, or cause to be instituted, two schools in the Creek Nation ; the one to 
be located at such place in the neighbourhood of Coweta, as the said William 
Capers shall choose ; the other to be situate at such place, in the neighbourhood 
of Tuccabatchie, as shali be chosen by him, or by such other person as he or the 
Conference aforesaid may appoint: which said schools, shall go into effect, the 
one, on or before the first day of february next, the other on or before the first 
day of May following. 

Art. 2. That every Indian who may wish to send his orher child or children 
to school, shall be free to do so. And the teacher in charge of the schools, or 
either of them, shall have provided for said children, comfortable lodging, and 
sufficient food; and himself, and those associated with him, shall, at all times, 
treat the children committed to their care, with becoming tenderness and regard. 

Art. 3. That neither William Capers, nor the teachers, nor other person or 
persons for him or them, shall demand of the Creek Nation, nor of any individual 
thereof, any equivalent whatever, for services rendered at the schools. 

Arr. 4. That for the sustenance of the teachers, and the children with them, 
said teachers shall be allowed to cultivate a piece, or pieces of laud, at each of 
the schools ;—provided that, during the year one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-two, they shall not plant more than ten acres of land, at either school ; 
nor ever afterwards, shall cultivate more than ten additional acres of land, for 
every twenty children that may be under their care. 
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Art. 5. That it shall be allowed the teachers, to have such stock of any kind 
as may be necessary to their comfort, and the support of the children with them - 
provided, that, during the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty-two, the 
shall not possess a greater number than twelve of milch cows; nor ever after- 
wards more than six additional milch cows, for every twenty children at school. 

Art. 6. That there shall be built at each of the places chosen for a school, a 
house, thirty feet long, by twenty wide, and such other houses, as may be neces- 
sary to the accommodation of the teachers and the children. 

It is also agreed, that whenever either of the above named schools, or any 
teacher of said schools shall have become offensive to the nation, such school or 
teacher of a school, shall be withdrawn from the Nation.” 

Having finally succeeded in fixing on a site for a mission-house and school- 
house, which is on the summit of a high and beautiful hill, one mile west of 
Chatahoochee river, the Missionary observes:—‘‘I cannot forbear to mention, 
with how solemn feelings we occupied this place, in the name of the Lord. We 
had been encamped on the road at Fort Mitchell; and from that place, moved 
slowly with our baggage to this. Searcely a word passed by the way ; we mu- 
tually preferred our meditations. When halting on the summit of the hill, we 
kneeled down and prayed. I prayed aloud. The prayer over, we stil) contin- 
ued on our knees. It was a solemn time of joy, and we blessed God for the con- 
solation.”’ 

7. more particular account of this mission, see Magazine for June and July, 

, 232, 272. | 

A letter from Bishop George, announces the appointment of a missionary to 
the Floridas, with instructions to visit Pensacola, Mobile, Blakely, and as many 
of the adjoining settlements as possible. 

Since the last report, official information has been received of the following 
auxiliary and branch societies ;— 

1. The Virginia Conference Missionary Society. Though this Society was or- 
ganized previously to our last anniversary, yet an official notice of its existence 
did not arrive in time to report it in its proper place among the auxiliaries. Its 
first anniversary was held March 4, 1822. The report presented to the meeting, 
concludes in these words :—“In inviting the friends of the Virginia Conference 
Missionary Society, to continue their support to this interesting department of 
missionary labour, the board is inviting them to exercise one of the most exalted 
privileges of their lives, and to confer one of the richest boons, that Heaven has 
placed at their disposal. The mercy that they impart, is mercy of the highest or- 
der; it is mercy to the souls and bodies of men; it is mercy for time and eter- 
nity ; itis mercy, that is twice blessed ; it “ Blesseth him that gives, and him that 
takes.” . It issues from tne hands of its dispensers in streams of life and salva- 
tion, and returns in honour, and blessings on their heads.” 

2. Jamaica Circuit Auxiliary Society. . 

3. Reading Circuit Auxiliary Society. 

From the Second Annual Report of the Baltimore Auxiliary Society, it appears 
that the following branch societies have been formed within the bounds of that 
auxiliary, ‘ viz.) 

1. Stephensburg, for the Winchester circuit. 2. Georgetown. 3. Calvert cir- 
cuit. 4. Huntingdon. 5. Stanton. 6. A Female Mite Society, at Winchester, 
in Virginia. .7. The Juvenile Finleyan Missionary Mite Society of Baltimore. 

“ To each of these are justly due,” says the report, “the warmest thanks of 
this Society; and we pray most devoutly, that their numbers may be increased, 
and their influence widely extended.” [The whole number of Auxiliary and 
Branch Societies now is twenty-six.] 

After a variety of very useful matter, the above-mentioned report concludes in 
the following words ;—“ For twenty-five years before the dreadful carnage of 
Waterloo, the highest energies of the human mind, and the utmost force of the 
physical powers of man, were employed in the barbarous work of destruction! 
What a change of things now gilds the scene! How delightful to turn and behold 
so many institutions, springing up in all parts of the world ; which, by the unity 
of their design, the benevolence of their purpose, and the salutary tendency of 
all their means and results, are calculated to excite common feelings in all who 
bear the Christian name ; to soften and subdue the malignant passions of the heart, 
and bestow the blessings of civilization and pure religion on all who dwell on 
earth. How delightful the reflection that we partake in the godlike work! And 
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we are confidently sure, that in the awful hour, when a dying bed shall call in re- 
view the various pursuits and transactions of life, it will be a goodly solace, to 
think in the good cause of missions to our perishing aborigines, we have not been 
idle spectators, but zealous and laborious partakers of the work.” _ . 

The Female and Young Mens Auxiliary Missionary Societies of New-York, 
are continuing their exertions with increased zeal and success. Their anniversa- 
ries were highly creditable to themselves, and the numerous assemblies who at- 
tended them. To all the Auxiliaries, which are pouring their tributary streams 
into the parent institution, this,Society presents the expression of its gratitude, 
for the zeal and unanimity with which they have seconded the views of the Mis- 
sionary Society. .* 

A Report of the “ Missionary Society of the M. E. Church, within the bounds of 
the Philadelphia Conference for promoting domestic and foreign Missions’ has 
been received. Although this Society has not become Auxiliary to the General 
Society, yet it deserves to be noticed in this Report, inasmuch as it is pursuing the 
same objects, and promises to do much towards extending the influence of the 
missionary cause. 

Bishop M‘Kendree, in a letter to the Corresponding Secretary, dated Philadel- 
phia, May 14, 1822, observes :— 

“It affords me heartfelt pleasure and satisfaction, to be enabled to inform you, 
that the Missionary Society of the M. E. Church, in the bounds of the Philadel- 
phia Conference, which went inte operation about fourteen months since, has 
now upwards of six hundred members attached to it, including an Auxiliary So- 
ciety in Germantown, and part of Bristol circuit. Since I have been here, at a 
special meeting of the Managers, held on the 11th inst. they authorized me to 
draw upon them, for $500, which I have accordingly done, and have divided that 
sum among the Wyandot and Creek missions ; to the former, $300, and to the lat- 
ter $200: Thus this Society has made a blessed commencement in the great and 
glorious cause of missions. . 

As Auxiliary to this Society, Juvenile Societies have been established in St. 
George’s, Union, and Ebenezer Churches in this city, in which they have already 
united about 300 of the youth, many of whom deolay great zeal in this good 
cause.” 

It would be an easy matter to swell this Report with interesting accounts of 
the proceedings and success of other Societies, all of which are directing their at- 
tention to the attainment of the same grand consummation, namely, the salvation 
of the world. But it is unnecessary to enter into minute details. We would 
just observe, however, in passing, that the numerous Bible Societies in Europe and 
America, Tract Societies, Sunday-school Institutions, Free Schools, with Mis- 
sionary Societies, are like so many streams issuing from the great fountain of Di- 
vine goodness, pouring their tributary waters into the broad river of Christian be- 
nevolence, and rapidly wafting immortal souls towards the ocean of eternal felicity. 

The West India and South-Sea Islands, are receiving His law who died to re- 
deem them. ‘The vast tribes of East Indians are witnessing the rising beams of 
the Sun of Righteousness. The hills and vallies of Palestine, once the theatre of 
such grand events, are echoing with the voice of divine mercy. The depressed 
sons of Africa are stretching out their hands to God. And the tribes of savage 
men on our own continent, are beginning to listen to the sound of “ salvation in 
Jesus’s name.” While the poorest and most destitute parts of our own scattered 
population, are reached by the feet of the zealous Missionary. All these are 
sharing the beneficial results of these various Societies. 

And whilst Christianily is thus marching forward, and making its solemn entry 
into the temples of idolatry, and planting its standard amidst the ruins of infidelity, 
science is following in its train, and pouring its enlightening beams into the human 
understanding ; and thus preparing man for the full entertainment of that pure off- 
spring of the Most High. And while Christianity transforms the heart, and science 
enlightens the understanding, man is qualified to mave with becoming dignity 
in this life, and finally to join the spirits of just men made perfect in heaven. 

O brethren! with an object of such magnitude before us, who can remain un- 
moved ? Let the arm that will not be stretched out in support of such a cause, for- 
get its cunping. The voice of God calls arise. The time to favour Zion, even 
the set time, is now come. A halo of glory already surrounds the head of the 
intrepid Missionary, who is successfully elevating the cross of Christ among the 
savage tribes of men. Andhe loudly callsfor more to come over to his help. 
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It is now only about three years since this Society commenced its operations: 
Combining so large a field of labour, and comprehending in its plans so large 
a circle, as the whole of the Methodist Conferences in the United States, it was 
but reasonable to expect that its progress would be slow; but it has been sure. 
Time and patient perseverance, are necessary to set so many wheels in motion; 
to communicate life and vigour to each, and so to direct the movements of the 
whole, as to produce a simultaneous and harmonious co-operation. But, blessed 
be the God of missions! The God of Wesley and Whitefield—those eminent 
Missionaries of the old world—who inspired them with sufficient energy to set 
the mighty machine in motion—Of Asbury and Coke, who gave it such an im- 
pulse in the new world—Blessed be his Holy Name for ever, that he hath so far 
given success to the experiment. Already the impulse is felt more or less strong- 
ly from the centre to the circumference of our connexion. The mustard seed 
first sown about three years since, has taken deep root, has extended its branches, 
and many are reposing under their shadow. Young branches are shooting forth in 
various directions, and instead of exhausting the strength of the parent stock, are 
daily adding to its growth and stability. As you have already heard, the heathen 
tribes of our wilderness are partaking of its fruits. 

The time indeed is not far distant, when every man who shall have engaged in 
this godlike enterprise, will esteem it as the happiest period of his existence, the 
highest honour ever conferred upon him, when he embarked in the cause of mis- 
sions. The loiterers, those who have looked on with cold indifference, and, with 
envious eye, have waited the doubtful result, will stand abashed, filled with con- 
fusion at their own supineness ; and will, if their zeal for God be not quite extin- 
guished, petition the privilege to redeem their lost time, by being permitted, at 
last, to participate in the grand work of conquering the world by the power of 
truth. 

———eee ht Oo 


Poetry. 





LINES - were thy manners, and thy spirit mild, 
Written on the death of Miss Eliza Higgins. ry tongue with eloquence divinely flow’d ; ; 
She sparkled, was exal’d—and went to heav’n !” Wee eee wenn, Sanonge Seas Oe Aor 
veges, Thy mind with sparkling emanation glow’d. 
HARK! ’tis Eliza’s voice which rends the skies 4 6 J 


And swells the holy triumphs of the blest, 
Through shining ranks her spirit rapid flies, 
Shouts for glory—and enters into rest! 


Farewell, my sister! thou art gone at last, 
And bid adieu to all beneath the sun; 

Thy tears, thy sorrows, all thy conflicts past, 
Thy work accomplish’d, and the prize is won. 


Touch’d by the raptures of the joys above, 
Thy lips exulting sung surprising grace, 
Glory, glory, to thy Redeemer’s love, 

Whose smiling presence fiil’d the sacred place. 


When wrung with anguish and extreme distress. 
Thy willsubmissive bow’d and kiss’d the rod ; 
Never desir’d or wish’d thy sufferings less, 

But meekly sunk into the will of God. 


Those soft blue eyes are clos’d, which once did 
shine 7 ‘ I watch’d thy long and slow expiring flame, 


With heav’nly thought, from truth’s enlivning Aud saw thee linger many months below, | 
rays: Waiting with patient hope thy heav’n to gain, 
Seal’d are those lips, and mute that tongue of The full fruition of those joys to know. 
thine, I heard thy last, thy dying accents fall 
Which sung triumphant the Redeemer’s praise. Blended with all the pow’r of love divine ; 
Sweetly compos’d Lsaw thy lovely clay, Jesus thy theme, his truths were all in all, 
Just as thy spirit took its joyful flight; And faith beheld the prospects all sublime. 


By faith I trac’d thy bright ethereal way, ‘ ae" 

. > all} ‘ 7% To thee pale death had lost his dark disguise, 
hair theunstes caw serene be ox And seem’d a friend of form divinely fair; —_ 
On angels wings triumphant borne on bigh, A kind conductor to the peaceful skies, {air. 
(I saw thee leave this transient world behind,) Where sorrow’s breath ne’er taints the heav’aly 
Beyond those orbs which deck the azure sky Pay . 

“Sy . he Rest, dear Eliza, in thy silent grave 5 
To take that crown which God for thee design’d. Thy apied dest bhall wasehiad angels keep, 


There with those eyes, which long desir’d to see Tili God himself shal! burst the blue concave, 
The glorious splendour of eternal blaze, And with his voice awake thee from thy sleep. 


Dost gaze with rapture on the sacred Three, Then from the dust shall rise thy beauteous clay, 
Lost in the effluence of immortal rays. (With youth, immortal) trom y the mould’ring 
A brilliant star, while in this lower sphere, tomb ; 

Eliza shone, reflecting light divine; Perfect in beauty, never to decay, 

Too bright to sparkle long, our minds to cheer, With charms irradiant of eternal bloom. 

And lend her influence in this dreary clime. I then shall meet thee in the flaming skies, 

Thy spotless soul, with sentiment refin’d, Where nature fails and suns shail sink away 5 
Display’d a thousand charms of varied hue, And hope to hail thee with enraptur’d eyes, 
“haste, as a dew-drop, shone thy heawaly mind, And swell the triumph of eternal day. 

Of native beanty, and of polish true. MIRANDA, 


